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ABOUT THE ISSUE

With this issue Design Essentia launches its sixth and 
the last edition for the year 2020. 

DEDE introduces it’s special edition dedicated to the young 
architects and designers changing the design game today. 
Looking upto today's young trendsetters of the design guild 
and knowing about their thoughts in rethinking the future.

DEDE spotlight cover story includes the recently completed 
apartment of bollywood celebrity Sonakshi Sinha 
designed by interior designer Rupin Suchak. Rupin shares 
his design journey and a sneak peek into Sonakshi’s Juhu 
apartment.

ItIt was an exciting moment for me to have a conversation 
with one of the top young internationally acclaimed architect 
Alexis Dornier. A German architect settled Ubud, Bali and 
practicing exceptional architecture to look upto. Dornier 
shares his thoughts and design ideologies as well as 
discusses the situation of architecture post COVID-19.  
Dornier also talks about how to move forward today in order 
to create a successful design practice in the future.to create a successful design practice in the future.
 
This edition showcases various homegrown young 
architects & designers of the country sharing their thoughts 
and works towards creating a positive change in design.

Let’s highlight and celebrate the young, and their ideologies 
to rethink a better future; a future which ‘shall’ be sustainable, 
or should i say ‘might’ be sustainable. We can surely hope for 
it, but we don’t know yet. We can just ‘try’.  
Let’s Talk Design ! !

Stay Safe & Happy Reading!!

www.designessentiamagazine.com

I don’t think architecture is just 
about building physical 
structures, it is an art that satisfies 
the human eye aiming to bring 
the society together with a good 
design.

AlsoAlso being an architect I believe;  
a good design is the one for a 
smart future in which mankind 
approaches symbiotically to 
nature rather than destroying it.

Lets Talk Design!!
  

ANIRUDH DATTA 
(Editor in chief) 
DESIGN ESSENTIA MAGAZINE
//DE INDIA

LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR

architecture & design magazine
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//Dubai Design Week 
2020

highlights!!
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Dubai Design Week 2020 concludes 
its sixth edition. The first major cultural event 
since the pandemic, the festival saw over 650 
designers and creatives participate in the 
programme of installations, exhibitions, 
pop-ups, talks and workshops.

MindfulMindful of the challenges faced by the creative 
community and the design industries, Dubai 
Design Week's 2020 programme, spotlighted 
the region’s creative talent and addressed the 
role of the creative community in redesigning 
and rethinking the way we live.
FFrom exhibitions and pop-ups to installations 
and workshops staged at it’s main hub in Dubai 
Design District (d3) and across the city, Dubai 
Design Week offered design experiences for 
people of all interests and age groups.

Dubai Design Week 2020 ‘focusses 
on the future’

ThisThis year’s design week acknowledges 
the pandemic, but also provides an 
optimistic view of the future.

#DXBDW2020

Design Essentia Magazine//DE INDIA 

DE directions
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The show was a little different this year (what isn’t, really) with outdoor 
installations that comply with social-distancing measures. Owing to the fact that it 
was rather hard for international designers to get to this year’s event, there was 
also a renewed focus on local artists – and those who have exhibited at the show 
previously.

Abwab
ThisThis exhibition has been a key part of DDW since 2015. It involved a number of 
installations from around the region and beyond. This year, one pavilion that had 
been commissioned called ‘Fata Morgana’ by Iraqi designer Hozan 
Zangana. It focussed on the framework of a modern city, that extends out from 
a center point.
ApaApart from the main Abwab installation, D3 (Dubai Design District) overtook with 
a number of other creative structures. Emirati designers Khalid Shafar, 
Aljoud Lootah as well as Hamad Khoory signed on to produce exclisve 
works.

Downtown Design
TheThe trade show was both digital and physical this time. The main exhibition was 
future-focused, ‘The Shape of Things to Come’ that revolves around a 
multimedia display featuring conceptual work by architects and interior designers. 
Each imagines how we will interact with our immediate environment over the 
months and years to come.

Dubai Design Week took place from November 9 – 14, 2020. 
The show took place both physically at Dubai Design District, as well as online. 
YYou can check more at www.dubaidesignweek.ae/#DXBDW2020
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Every year Abwab has brought together and highlighted some of the 
most promising regional talents and their works at Dubai Design Week. 
For its 2020 edition, the commission has been awarded to Iraqi designer 
Hozan Zangana for his proposal ‘Fata Morgana’, responding to Dubai 
Design Week’s theme of redefining and reimagining the way we live in an 
urban environment.

The Design Week theme centers on redefining and reimagining the way we 
live and interact with public spaces under new realities.The Fata 
Morgana which features a series of seating components and seven pillars 
that symbolize each of the Emirates. 

ConceptualConceptually building a modern-day city in an open-plan arrangement, Fata 
Morgana responds to today’s requirement for physical distancing. It is 
placed at the heart of Dubai Design District (d3). It is made with regionally 
contextual materials and production processes. As a nod to historical 
construction methods used across the Middle East, a rammed earth 
technique was used to build the different elements of the pavilion.

//The Abwab Pavilion 
2020!!

#DXBDW2020
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#DXBDW2020

The Fata Morgana - the 2020 Abwab 
pavilion at the Dubai Design Week 2020

Photograph via Dubai Design Week
© Hozan Zangana

checkout more on www.designessentiamagazine.com



16  |  November - December 2020 Edition//Design Essentia//DE INDIA

The sixth edition of Dubai Design Week featured a hybrid showcase of events 
including physical exhibitions, outdoor installations and pop-ups at its main hub 
in Dubai Design District (d3). In the top highlights list one would be ofcourse 
the Abwab pavilion as shown in the earlier pages. few other selective ones we 
have highlighted for you below;

//top highlights from Dubai 
Design Week 2020!

UAE Designer Exhibition, Symbiotic 
Forms by Tamara Barrage

UAE Designer Exhibition

UUAE Designer Exhibition is the 
new showcase that spotlights 
works by 20 local creative talents, 
including Acrylic Collection, 
furnishings in acrylic material by 
interior designer Reem Al Bustani, 
and the How to Be at Rest chair 
by the aby the artist Christopher Benton.

UAE Designer Exhibition, Acrylic 
Collection by Reem Al Bustani

#DXBDW2020
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The Shape of  Things to come, RIHLA, Travel to Tomorrow by 
JPA Design, UAE at Downtown Design

Downtown Design

InIn the context of Downtown 
Design, we should mention the 
exhibition The Shape of Things to 
Come, where over 20 of the most 
stimulating studios of architecture 
and interior design in the Middle 
East imagine how we will live, 
workwork and plan in a post-pandemic 
world. (above)

Outdoor installations

The outdoor area of Dubai 
Design District (d3) hosts a series 
of public installations by local and 
international talents, design 
solutions for the rapid changes 
caused by the pandemic. Such as 
“Please Sit Here” by the American 
HaHardwood Export Council 
(AHEC) in collaboration with 
local designers Khalid Shafar, 
Aljoud Lootah and Hamad 
Khoory, a series of benches that 
allow users to sit at a distance of 
two meters; in the future, when 
sasafety measures have been 
relaxed, the benches can be 
adapted for multiple use. (on left)

check out more on 
www.designessentiamagazine.com

Please Sit Here by Hamad Khoory x AHEC, Dubai Design Week 2020 
- Outdoor installation

#DXBDW2020
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Alexis Dornier is a German 
Architect currently practicing some 
exceptional architecture in Ubud, 
Bali.

DesignDesign Essentia Editor in chief 
Anirudh Datta had a detailed 
interaction with the acclaimed 
international architect for the DE 
Spotlight interview series about the 
work at Alexis Dornier Studio. 
AlexisAlexis shares his design journey and 
philosophy and talks about climate 
change, post COVID architecture and 
his tips on how to create a successful  
design practice in the 21st century.

www.alexisdornier.com/

Alexis Dornier was born in Germany in 1981, 
where he grew up under the constant influence of 
the aviation industry. Dornier studied architecture 
at the Berlin University of the Arts after which he 
relocated to New York City to work as an 
architectural designer for Asymptote Architecture, 
OMA-NY and Rex between 2004-2007.

20132013 marked a radical shift in Dornier’s life and 
career, when he decided to leave his western life 
behind and relocate to Ubud Bali where he began 
consulting on locally designed and built 
architectural projects. Dornier is now based in 
Ubud, working both locally and internationally on 
a mixture of residential and commercial projects.

HisHis projects are designed within the tropical, 
forested hills of Ubud, Bali’s cultural epicenter. 
Practicing architecture in the tropics and 
especially in a place like Bali, Inspires us on a daily 
basis and also reminds us to slow down and 
appreciate the importance of balance and well 
being.

Few of my personal favourite works of Dornier are 
the recent residential projects like Bond House 
and River House in Ubud, Bali. (in the next pages) 

AD : What inspired you to pursue a career 
in Architecture?

AlexisAlexis : I grew up in a patchwork family set up. My 
mother is an artist & teacher while my father is an 
engineer, inventor and aviator. Growing up has been 
all about art, creativity and engineering. My great 
grandfather was a pioneer in aircraft engineering, 
and after the second world war the company he had 
founded created all types of things - from airplanes, 
satellitessatellites, medicinal equipment, to industrial looms. 

I on the other hand never felt like I belonged in the 
air, but was fascinated By the tremendous output I 
had seen In the field of art, aviation and engineering.
Seeking to find my own domain, I went on venturing 
into the field of architecture and design. Finding out 
later how everything is a matter of problem solving.
This can work in a structured and organized way, 
and can follow agendas that have been formulated.
 

#DEspotlight

DE spotlight
By ANIRUDH DATTA
DESIGN ESSENTIA MAGAZINE//DEINDIA

- ALEXIS DORNIER
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“We strive to explore new typologies, forms and 
structures while learning from the rich heritage and 
‘know how’ embedded within the local vernacular 
architecture.” 
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AD : Who were your early heroes and role 
models?

Alexis : I am deeply inspired by Carlo Scarpa's 
mystical and carefully crafted body of work. 
II recently discovered Gio Ponti’s work, blurring the 
lines of interior design and architecture to create a 
Gesamtkunstwerk (a work of art that makes use of all 
or many art forms or strives to do so.)- none other than 
Frank Lloyd Wright has expressed this in a more 
literal way. 

ADAD : In few words, how would you define 
your design process – philosophy?

AlexisAlexis : The philosophy behind our studio’s 
architecture is to combine and reformulate design 
methods for each architectural design task. An 
architectural task is its own case, its own matter, 
problem and affair. A set of rules form a logical and 
comprehensive design narrative that leads to efficiency 
and a strong expression of our built environment.

OurOur architectural projects endeavour to formulate a 
design aesthetic that mediates between elements of 
tropical modernism and industrial architecture with an 
underlying ambition for formal and tectonic innovation. 
This design aesthetic is realised through an iterative 
design process and careful selection of locally available 
natural materials, spatially composed to respond to the 
site and natural setting in which thsite and natural setting in which they are placed.

AD : You have created an incredible design 
practice in Bali now. What made you move 
to Bali all the way from Germany?

Alexis : I had my architecture studio in Berlin for a few 
years, and the city’s music, art, creative scene were 
perfect. I worked in interior design, opened a gallery with 
my friends, and carpented furniture to make some 
money while studying. It wasn’t on my mind to leave, 
before a dear friend of mine commissioned me for the 
design of his Family getaway in Bali. Once here, I quickly 
metmet a bunch of people and discovered the demand for 
architectural design. Bali boomed. It was so refreshing to 
move my little firm, far away from home and reset.

AD : You’re most proud - favorite project? 
Anything specific you like to share about the 
project  that makes it special for you? 

Alexis : I have many favorite buildings and the list would 
be too long. As we were talking about stories before, I’m 
interested in how humans were thinking when they 
were suggesting architecture. The Zeitgeist that was 
expressed through so many layers of thinking about the 
economical, ecological and social context of these pieces 
of architecture. And ultimately their own interpretation 
ofof those phenomena. We know there’s No ONE reality, 
and we all see the world very differently. The diversity of 
both process and outcome of architectural expression 
through humans is an endless pool of inspiration.

Uluwatu Surf Villas, Bali by Alexis Dornier (above) 
Photographer: KIE

check out full project on 
www.designessentiamagazine.com
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AD : What other projects are you currently 
working on? 

AlexisAlexis :   We are currently working on a wide range of 
projects which keeps our daily work so exciting. From 
residentials in and around Bali, over resorts, restaurants and 
little retail shops over modular skyscrapers in USA . We 
love the variety and appreciate the possibility to have 
projects of different scale in different parts of the world.

ADAD : The world is now slowly realizing the 
seriousness about climate change. What is your  
take on sustainable practice in architecture 
today?   

AlexisAlexis :  Awareness is the key ingredient for that. 
As this topic is slowly moving more and more into the realm 
of our consciousness, I believe we can do our part in 
this not ‘easy’ to be sustainable, especially in the 
realm of architecture, the wish for luxury and 
standards are pushing us to take compromises. 

OurOur need for more and more does not fit the drastic change 
actually required.  I believe we can have a positive impact by 
helping our clients understand that they can contribute to 
slowing down this problem by being more considerate with 
how much space they take up with their structures, how 
relevant the experience and simply trying to consume less. 
As designers, we can look into short supply chains, being  
inninnovative and using materials that are less harmful for the 
planet. 

I really don’t have a complete answer, but for me personally 
this topic becomes more and more relevant to my own 
private life.  As we are now getting a bit more traction with 
the studio, we also have the ability to choose with which 
clients we work for and who we cater to.  We can be more 
selective, and we can use our diplomatic skills to inspire 
clients to do their part.  All is a compromise and we are 
susurely part of the problem; but it would rather be me than 
someone who is completely blind to this, and maybe I can 
evoke a small chance to change something.

AD : DE’s this edition’s aim is to highlight the 
young architects and designers creating a 
positive  change in the field of Architecture & 
Design. Being one of the acclaimed young  
architect today, what do you think is the way to 
move forward to create a successful  design 
practice in the 21st century?

AlexisAlexis : The responsibilities of architects are the same as 
any person doing something and living on this planet.
ItIt is that to seek a way of life - in this case work in the 
architectural context that aspires compassion, responsibility, 
open communication, tolerance, willingness to learn and 
openness to the “new”. Fostering curiosity and interest 
in different challenges helps to expand ways of 
thinking. Collaboration and exchange between disciplines, 
people and cultures can bring up a joyful process. Working 
withwith, for, and alongside clients, artisans, engineers, landscapers 
and other planners can be a perfect opportunity to practice 
with joy and continuous aspiration to contribute.

River House, Bali by Alexis Dornier (above) 
Photographer: KIE

check out full project on www.designessentiamagazine.com
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AD : With the current COVID spread in this year, what do you think will be the 
future of  architecture post COVID? How would you think this would affect the 
design industry in the coming years?  

AlexisAlexis :  I can only speculate, that people will take more emphasis and care about how they want 
their homes to be designed. Less going out, less traveling and more staying at home will put a bit 
more demand for better performance onto our homes. I think this is an exciting opportunity to 
overhaul some long-lasting paradigms around the ideas of living, working and being together. I see the 
silver lining in everything, or at least try to see it – with this rupture in our paradigm, we have the 
opportunity to redefine things, questioning things fundamentally, and learn how to adapt to a  
duration like this one, and to realize that we absolutely have the capacity for change. 
ChangeChange is the underlying principle of everything, so we might as well change our behaviors according 
to what’s necessary and required for the greater good.

AD : What is your “message of HOPE” in this COVID crisis?  

Alexis :  Well I think the term hope is a tricky one. I think this crisis gives us an opportunity to 
restart, and get interested in what is actually going on. We can think about topics such as the 
inevitable instability of what we see as being real. There is nothing I’m wrong about questioning are 
a parent goals, ideas on happiness as a distant event in the future. Times and solitude gives us the 
opportunity.

Bond House, Bali by Alexis Dornier
Photographer: KIE

check out full project on www.designessentiamagazine.com

BOND HOUSE, Bali
TheThe cross is one of the oldest diagrams of 
space organisation in architectural history. 
BOND is designed through the interplay of 
intersecting elements coming together to 
shape planefields for gathering and recreation 
on all levels - a junction that unifies elements 
traveling in all directions.

OneOne approaches the building head on and 
right onto the pool area which forms the 
dominating main axis of the house, splitting 
the living room into two living spaces. 
Together with the pool area they form the 
main gathering level.

TheThe slab is seemingly hovering about these 
spaces and has large openings above the pool 
area that provide views from the roof terrace 
back onto the pool.
TheThe curtain wall facade of the living rooms 
show very little visual barrier to the outside 
and hold a collection of remarkable furniture 
pieces, the sculptural kitchen and dining table. 
TheThe spiral staircase is the central sculpture 
and connects to the vast roof terrace, from 
which one can enjoy views onto rice fields as 
well as back down into the pool area. The 
ground floor holds 5 bedrooms that access 
the living rooms through voids that hold 
stairways. All rooms can also be individually 
accessedaccessed from the outside, and without 
having to go through the living rooms they 
form the pedestal for upstairs.

Chosen materials amplify the seamless 
continuation of the outside and sukabumi 
stone is the conceptual fossilization of the 
jungle, defining all hard surfaces. The wooden 
ceiling adds warmth and marks all ‘inside’ 
spaces to be specific. (continued on page 24)
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Bond House, Bali by Alexis Dornier
Photographer: KIE

check out full project on www.designessentiamagazine.com
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Rupin Suchak is a Mumbai 
based celebrity interior designer 
and art director.

DesignDesign Essentia Editor in chief 
Anirudh Datta had a detailed 
interaction with the acclaimed young 
designer for the DE Spotlight interview 
series where Rupin talks about his 
design journey and shares his prime 
project - Bollywood actress Sonakshi 
SinhaSinha’s Juhu Apartment. (next page)

Art Director and Interior Designer 
Rupin Suchak, who has earlier done up 
Alia Bhatt's office space has now 
worked on Sonakshi's new pad which is 
an ultra-minimalistic and functional 
space.

Meet Rupin Suchak, celebrity interior designer who 
recently turned Sonakshi Sinha’s house into a 'dreamy 
den'. 

GoizGoiz Argi a company headed by Rupin Suchak 
specializes in Art Installation design and are spreading 
their roots into the fields of Production Design and Art 
Direction in the film industry, and Interiors for homes, 
offices and spaces in general. 

AA graphic designer at heart with a sharp and twisted 
eye for spaces. Rupin successfully completes a decade 
dedicated to the world of creating fantasy art - Cinema, 
this April (2020). Having collaborated with the biggest 
names in the film industry like R Balki, Gauri Shinde, 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali, A R Murugadoss, Anubhav Sinha 
and Raj & Dk, his profile has a diversified spectrum of 
workwork.  

Rupin is making a mark with celebrity homes and office 
spaces. He has refurbished Sonakshi Sinha’s 
house, an entire floor of her iconic Juhu house, 
“Ramayana”. Earlier this year, he worked with Alia 
Bhatt in bringing her office come to life along with a 
gym and a walk in closet.

AD : What inspired you to pursue a career 
in Design?

RSRS : From an early age, since standard sixth I was 
inclined towards creative activities, arts and crafts, 
for which I also won a national award from the 
United Nations for Creative abilities Competition 
that was in painting and art installation in Bangalore. 
My teacher realized my love towards art and he told 
me that I should develop further in this stream and 
afterafter passing out I should opt for a design discipline 
fitting my aptitude. So that was a brief mentorship 
from him and that's how it started developing. 
Further when I started visualising everything in its 
most outrageous, distorted, unsettling, unique form, 
without a doubt as a perfect place to draw and find 
inspiration from which even people started noticing 
that I was seeing things very differently from the 
stereotypical ways of taking things away. 

TheThere have been many instances which drove me to 
pursue a career in design because I have always 
enjoyed working with my hands, by creating things 
symmetrical, asymmetrical abstract stuff, etc. 

#DEspotlight

DE spotlight
By ANIRUDH DATTA
DESIGN ESSENTIA MAGAZINE//DEINDIA
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AD : Who were your early heroes and role models?

RSRS : I started my career as graphic designer first, so the person to make an 
impression on the design process that I followed and the kind of style that I like 
were renowned graphic designers Stefan Sagmeister & Paul Usher. 
Soon after that when I got into designing spaces as I started following Zaha 
Hadid designs very closely because that's the kind of style statement, I'd like 
to bring to my designs and perhaps carve a niche for myself. There after talking 
about production design and spaces, of course, I was extremely intrigued by 
hohow the sets in hyper-real animation movies like Jurassic Park were made. So, I 
used to follow production designer Rick Carter & Steven Spielberg's work 
very closely. I started following Wes Anderson, he's one of the people 
whom I followed very closely for taking inspiration, for studying design and 
design processes. Then another person who has really inspired me lately was 
Mad Max Fury roads production designer Colin Gibson.

AD : Your most proud - favorite project? Anything specific 
you like to share about the project that makes it special for 
you? ?

RSRS : A very close to heart project is yet to come out, I cannot disclose the 
details of it yet but my latest project - Sonakshi's Apartment is my 
current favorite project and the reason is because my client is extremely happy. 
She is elated with the kind of space that has been brought out, we have been 
extremely successful in putting this together.  A magnificent & fantastic chill vibe 
because that's what she wanted - an extremely cozy corner that is not 
imagined to be there in India for sure and we have been able to derive a space 
lilike that for her which is suiting her aesthetics. It's an extremely comfortable 
space for anybody to get into and I think it's a punch on the design process 
because for me it holds a very high design aesthetic value.

(below)
Sonakshi Sinha’s Apartment, Juhu, 
Mumbai by Rupin Suchak 
Photographer: AJAY KADAM

check out full project on 
www.designessentiamagazine.com

Sonakshi Sinha who resides 
with her parents and brothers 
in their bungalow Ramayana 
in Juhu, has got the top floor 
redesigned for herself by 
Rupin Suchak.
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AD : What was Sonakshi’s brief to 
you?

RS :   Her brief was simple that make it 
extremely cozy which is strikingly artistic and 
has feel good vibe. So, we worked on those 
lines because the foundation of the space 
is minimalistic and clean. 

ADAD : Tell us something about the 
whole design and decor theme for 
the project.

RSRS :   The project includes airy palettes 
through rich textures and geometric shapes, 
where every piece of furniture is a statement 
piece. Sonakshi’s artistic instincts have been 
carefully extended as an element of design in 
the entire space. It's a beautiful, super cozy 
space with an accommodating vibe. 

TheThe entire space has turned out very close to 
my heart. The space stands out in its entirety. 
Nonetheless, there is an art deco clubbed 
with a modern vibrant pop art entrance 
that leads to the living room. It's my favourite 
piece and the artistic splash of colours used 
here offer that extra bold zing and pop that 
relates to Sonakshirelates to Sonakshi. 

“I’m sure everyone who lives with 
family would understand this, I 
was craving for my own space. Of 
course I have always had a room 
to myself and all the privacy in the 
world but really setting up a full 
floor just for myself is a first and 
hashas been an indulgence. I had a 
very clear imagery of my 
apartment and Rupin brought it to 
reality in a heartbeat. Infact all 
through the lockdown I have been 
going through websites and 
checking out pictures, referencing 
and and researching. 

When I walked into the 
apartment after it was done, it felt 
as if I have been living in it for 
ages now, it has shaped up 
on-point.”

- Sonakshi Sinha

“
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AD : DE’s this edition’s aim is to highlight the young architects 
and designers creating a positive change in the field of 
Architecture & Design. Being one of the acclaimed young 
designers today while working with various celebrities; what 
do you think is the way to move forward to create a successful 
design practice in the 21st century? 

RSRS :  Firstly, Thank you!  for putting me under the category of being one of the 
acclaimed young designers today. 
 
II feel sustainable design is the way to move forward for the 21st century. We 
need to create stuff which does not impact the environment. So something that 
is reusable, innovative in terms of the material usage something that is light and 
has less Carbon emissions in terms of the material manufacturing, that's I think 
pretty much what I follow as of now. Also, another way to look at this entire 
thing is following a design process, which is not too elaborate, yet it is specific to 
the client's needs. I feel I have seen a lot of designers who derive a lot of 
inspirationinspiration and try do a lot of things in a given space, which I personally feel that 
should be avoided because you are trying to experiment with something which 
is fed but you are going overboard in terms of delivering and you're trying to 
move away from maybe the sensibilities that your client is trying to sell. So being 
very specific to what our client’s requirement is something that we should also 
tap very correctly. But I think the need of the hour is looking at sustainable 
design for sure.  

AD : Film sets or permanent spaces- what is your end game? 
What do you enjoying doing the most?

RS :  I love doing both. I have decided to go parallel in both fields. Film sets like 
always give me that extra push and madness. Homes are close to heart spaces. 
I need to get into the clients heart and understand what they want. I have to see 
that excitement in them when I deliver the space. Ill do anything for that.
But if But if we look at it this way I feel both are related to spaces and spaces is what 
I create. I enjoy both of them more than anything else. Anything related to art 
would be my way to go.architecture & design magazine

Sonakshi Sinha’s Apartment, Juhu,
Mumbai by Rupin Suchak 

Photographer: AJAY KADAM
(above)

check out full project on 
www.designessentiamagazine.com
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Sonakshi Sinha’s Apartment, Juhu, Mumbai 
by Rupin Suchak 
Photographer: AJAY KADAM

check out full project on 
www.designessentiamagazine.com
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Prashant Parmar is an  
award winning architect based in 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India.

DesignDesign Essentia Editor in chief 
Anirudh Datta had a detailed 
interaction with the acclaimed 
architect for the DE Spotlight 
interview series about the work at 
his studio - Shayona Consultant. 
AArchitect Prashant Parmar shares 
his design journey & philosophy and 
talks about climate change, post 
COVID architecture and his tips on 
how to create a successful  design 
practice in the 21st century.

www.prashantparmar.com/

Prashant Parmar, one of the leading Achitects of 
India, founded his architecture practice, Shayona 
Consultant, in 2000 at Ahmedabad. 

StaStarted as a small enterprise in India, in two 
decades it has proliferated so vastly that it has 
now established remarkable design imprints in 
different countries across the globe. We owe this 
to God's grace and the diligence of all the 
members of our firm.

InIn these 20 years Shayona Consultant has 
executed more than 1000 architecture and 
interior design projects nationally and 
internationally. They have delivered innovative 
design solutions for a wide range of developments 
through their multidisciplinary expertise in the 
field of Architecture and Interiors. 

TheThe studio completes more than 40 projects a 
year. The firm has a strong team of architects and 
interior designers and dedicated 200 skilled 
workers on site.

Few of my personal favourite works of the architect 
are the recent residential projects like Urban 
Frame House and Stepped Cube House in 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat. (in the next pages) 

AD : What inspired you to pursue a career 
in Architecture?

PPPA : My primary and secondary education took 
place in different cities and towns of India. 

EachEach city has a different culture, a different lifestyle, 
a different human settlement pattern, a different 
clustering arrangement of built form and a distinct 
architectural language of these built forms. As a 
child I was tantalized towards this architectural 
diversity and was curious to know about it.

WhatWhat was apparent as child's curiosity at that time 
started becoming my subject of interest, hobby, 
study and eventually my professional practice. And 
all this started shaping me into an Architect.

 

#DEspotlight

DE spotlight
By ANIRUDH DATTA
DESIGN ESSENTIA MAGAZINE//DEINDIA

- AR. PRASHANT PARMAR
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“As Architects, it is our prime concern to enhance the quality of experience that 
‘created spaces’ would impart to people by creating them more thoughtfully 
and aesthetically. Each project is a wonderful chance to explore different ways 
to accomplish this concern.”
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AD : Who were your early heroes and role 
models?

PPPA : I have never accepted any single architect as my 
role model. Every architect has his own unique style. I 
am passionate about learning anything new from all 
architects - whether they may be renowned and senior 
architects like B.V. Doshi Sir, Geoffrey Bawa, 
Charles Correa or Louis Kahn or they may be 
my fellow - practicing architects or even upcoming 
ararchitects.

AD : In few words, how would you define 
your design process – philosophy?

PPA : Our philosophy is to address functionality in the 
best possible aesthetic manner. We provide multitude 
of design alternatives to satisfy the client’s 
requirements. Our approach to designing built form 
and interior is contemporary. The alternative as 
finalized by the client is then materialized in the 
decided time frame. Space management and time and 
resouresource management - both are of equal significance 
to us.

Transparent dealings, proper planning prior to 
execution and detailed workmanship can be entitled as 
the key feature of our practice.

The client must attain full satisfaction in anticipation 
with his requirements, design aesthetics and 
workmanship. However all this must be within the 
boundaries of decided time and budget frames.
Our design philosophy can be stated as optimum 
utilization of space with lasting aesthetics reflecting the 
personality and temperament of the client.

ADAD : Few of your favorite projects you 
would like to mention?  Anything specific 
you like to share about these projects that 
make it special for you? 

PPA : First is the Urban Frame House (on left) 
II can say, it is my dream house. It is the house of light; it 
is the house of nature and it is the house of frames. 
That’s why we named it ‘Urban Frame House’. 

Though I have designed and developed it for my client 
to make his dream come true, for me, this project is 
very near to my heart.

Second would be - the Stepped Cube House 
(on(on left) is also one of our prestigious projects. The plot 
size was just 2600 sq.ft. This small plot was a challenge 
for us to accommodate the client’s programmatic 
requirements in it. 
OurOur sensitive & thoughtful approach towards the 
design and client’s requirements was such that it 
eventually got appreciations from the ICI Ultratech 
resulting in an award to this project – the 
‘ICI-Ultratech Outstanding Structure of 
the year Award 2020’. 

(images from top)
//Urban Frame House, Ahmedabad, Gujarat by Ar. Prashant Parmar  
Photographer: Vinay Pajwani
//Stepped House, Ahmedabad, Gujarat by Ar. Prashant Parmar
Photographer: Janek Vegad

check out full projects on  www.designessentiamagazine.com
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AD : What other projects are you currently 
working on? 

PPA :   We are working on the projects from all over India 
and abroad as well. Currently, Floating Garden House 
in Nadiad, Screen House (on right) in Ahmedabad and 
House of Floating Planes (on right) in Andhra 
Pradesh are most awaiting projects for us. 

WWe also actively participate in helping to create cultural 
campuses from 5 acre to 25 acre located in almost all 
continents of the world for BAPS Swaminarayan Sect, a 
respected worldwide NGO. 

CuCurrently we are working upon the larger community 
projects like: Sydney (25 Acre), Johannesburg, South 
Africa (14 Acres) (on right), Boston, US (21 Acres), 
Jodhpur, Rajasthan (18 Acres) & Kurukshetra, Haryana (6 
Acres). 

Sydney Project (on next page) will be icon of Indian 
culture in Australia, for which we are really looking forward.

ADAD : The world is now slowly realizing the 
seriousness about climate change. What is your  
take on sustainable practice in architecture 
today?   

PPPA : Sustainable architecture is the need of the 
hour. Whether projects are residential or commercial we 
all need to be more sensitive to the fact that our design 
gestures are as environment friendly as possible.

PProjects that work seamlessly with nature can 
give back to the surrounding environment. This 
approach has led to innovations that bring the built 
environment closer to nature than ever before.

ADAD : DE’s this edition’s aim is to highlight the 
young architects and designers creating a 
positive  change in the field of Architecture & 
Design. Being one of the acclaimed young  
architects today, what do you think is the way 
to move forward to create a successful  design 
practice in the 21st century?

PPPA : For Architects & designers, learning is an endless 
process, which continues till the last breath. So, they should 
be practical, creative, innovative and delivering functional 
designs throughout their career.

TheThe market brims with new products and materials every 
day and we need to be aware about and updated with the 
potentials and drawbacks of all these materials and 
products. This will enable us to give new shades to our 
designs.

(images from top) 
//1. Floating Garden House, Nadiad, Gujarat; 

//2. House of Floating Planes, Andhra Pradesh. 
//3. Screen House, Ahmedabad, Gujarat.  //4. BAPS Johannesburg, South Africa.

Photo courtesy of above images: BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha and Shayona Consultant
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AD : You have worked on many local projects as well 
as International. How would you describe your 
experience with international projects?

PPPA :  Working in other countries is a different experience. We 
have worked in countries like UK, US, Canada, countries of 
Africa, Australia, Thailand, China, etc.  Some countries have 
a liberal approach to construction laws where as those like US, UK, 
or Australia have a strict approach.  Abiding by all the bye-laws we 
come up with functional and creative solutions facing any challenges 
that might arise. 

FunctionalFunctionally best designs with world class aesthetics with an accent 
of the local architectural design - what we focus on.  All this is very 
clearly visible in all our projects, whether it is the House in 
London (on left), Residence in the USA, Apartment in 
Mombasa & Tanga, or the community centers which we are 
working on.

ADAD : With the current COVID spread in this year, 
what do you think will be the future of  architecture 
post COVID? How would you think this would affect 
the design industry in the coming years?  

PPPA :  I feel no special impact will be seen in the design industry in 
the post COVID period except for the positive effect that people 
have become awakened for adequate air ventilation in the designs of 
residences and commercial spaces.

AD : What is your “message of HOPE” in this 
COVID crisis?  

PPPA :  History tells us that the strongest species on this earth have 
been able to service all adversities. This COVID is also a chance 
to strengthen ourselves.  It is confirmed that we will 
come out of it with more strength and better 
development possibilities. 

(above) //a residence in London by Ar. Prashant Parmar.
Photo courtesy: Shayona Consultant

//Cultural complex;

BAPS, Sydney, Australia.
Photo courtesy: BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha
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Urban Frame House, Ahmedabad, Gujarat 
by Ar. Prashant Parmar
Photographer: Vinay Panjwani

check out full project on 
www.designessentiamagazine.com

architecture & design magazine

URBAN FRAME HOUSE, 
Ahmedabad

//By Ar. PRASHANT PARMAR - Shayona Consultant

AA 4 BHK bungalow that seeks harmonizing man and nature. 
The built form is hence designed connected with landscape. 
The interior is flooded with natural light and has makes the 
spatial experience an exuberant one. As one enters the house, 
the built form reveals its   framed facade closely.   This concept 
of frames is introduced with intent   to maintain the privacy of 
the user.

AA hierarchy of three frames create an interesting mass of 
volumes.
The first frame marks   a refreshing entry to the garden as well 
as   to the house with double height volume, with fresh views 
of the garden & lots of natural light and air.  Since the house 
shares   a common wall with adjoining bungalow on the south, 
a beautiful garden has been provided in the north.

VVarious materials combination has been employed to make 
every space such as Stone, wood, Italian marble, etc. inside the 
house. This feels further enhanced by beautiful contemporary 
furniture pieces, artifacts & planters.
Properly planned spaces which become very expressive with 
play of light made the clients dreams regarding their home 
come true.

scan QR to
check out project video
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//In background
Swiss Chalet, New Delhi by Sanjyt Syngh

photographer: Atul Pratap Chauhan.

DE
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Impressions
//Let’s take an alluring journey 
through design with some of the  
exquisite architecture and interior 
spaces designed by today’s  young 
design trendsetters.
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PANTHER HOUSE
BY
APARNA KAUSHIK

Location: NEW DELHI

Architect: APARNA KAUSHIK DESIGN GROUP
Principal Architect: APARNA KAUSHIK

Photographer: ATUL PRATAP CHAUHAN               
#DEimpressions
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Panther House, nestled in expansive lush 
enclaves far from the chaos of  Delhi. Such 
farmhouses are a rebellion against the concrete 
demands of  a bustling Urbania. As such, the term 
‘Farmhouse’ has come to represent an 
idiosyncratic canon of  architecture that revels in 
its own par ticular definition of  escape. 
  
TThe Panther House was a similarly aspirational 
endeavour by architect Aparna Kaushik to create 
an oasis away from the city. The 15,000-sqft home 
is organised into independent wings with 
cascading roofs that emerge out of  rich 
greenscapes. Keenly aligned with Vastu principles 
and awash with natural light through out, as 
desidesired by the clients, the home balances both 
modernity and tradition inherently. 

Leveraging expansive square footage, Aparna 
creates a deconstructed Rubik’s cube layout that 
ensures the outdoors is visible from every section 
of  the home. architecture & design magazine

Aparna Kaushik
Aparna Kaushik Design Group

Panther House, New Delhi by Aparna Kaushik.
Photographer: ATUL PRATAP CHAUHAN
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As you enter the villa through the majestic high doors 
with gold leafed handles, there is a waiting area on the 
left, followed by the formal living room, both of which 
open to the outdoor pool deck on the other side. At the 
end of the corridor lies the staircase, and the second 
wing of the villa extends towards the left enveloping the 
pool. An expansive dining room, a kitchen and a cigar 
roomroom are located in this wing with glazed windows 
offering a peaceful view of the pool. The cigar room 
opens to the pool side and a garden, making it an ideal 
spot for entertaining. The ground floor also houses a 
guest bedroom, a powder room and a home theatre. 

A family lounge and four bed rooms are organised on the 
first floor. Working synergistically with the client who 
wanted a five-bedroom home with double height 
entrance, Kaushik envisages a welcoming and 
comfortable home that also boasts a bold and 
captivating design signature. For instance, the bespoke 
interiors of the cigar lounge feature the silhouette of a 
pantherpanther elevated on a black mosaic wall. An emerald 
green crystal shines through the eye of the panther, with 
the ambient lighting controlled using automation creating 
a subtle mood. A metal and stone book leaf design bar 
table echoes the inventive use of polished materials. In 
contrast and balance, a coconut shell panelled ceiling 
and mahogany floor impart warmth and elegance. In the 
wwaiting area at the entrance, a real street lamp stands 
incongruously poignant against a floral chaise and 
oversized black planters.  

The interiors follow a neutral pastel scheme, highlighting 
the luxurious white marble flooring, rich materials and 
exquisite décor details. Unexpected touches like the 
exaggerated lights and quirky artwork in the dining room 
add surprise elements. 

TThe bedrooms are conceived in disparate moods in 
accordance with their inhabitants. The master bedroom 
denotes a subtle classic style with delicate mouldings 
over a dull vintage wallpaper, and hanging chandeliers on 
either sides of the bed. While one bedroom features a 
vaulted ceiling with a paisley design as backdrop, the 
other two take on a more contemporary look. 

AAparna elevates bathrooms to artful places that leave a 
lasting impression. The master bathroom is immersed in 
period charm as its pristine white interiors play up the 
intricate details, while the round bathtub brings focus to 
the domed ceiling from where hangs a vintage chandelier.

PPanther House thus exudes a disparate amalgamation of 
styles and aesthetics that ultimately make it the structure 
it was intended to be – an immersive escape from the 
typical.

architecture & design magazine

Panther House, New Delhi by Aparna Kaushik.
Photographer: ATUL PRATAP CHAUHAN
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Panther House, New Delhi by Aparna Kaushik.
Photographer: ATUL PRATAP CHAUHAN

check full story at
www.designessentiamagazine.com
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SWISS CHALET
BY
SANJYT SYNGH

Location: NEW DELHI

Architect: SANJYT SYNGH DESIGN STUDIO
Principal Designer: SANJYT SYNGH

Photographer: ATUL PRATAP CHAUHAN               

#DEimpressions
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Swiss Chalet, a 2.5-acre farmhouse set in 
Delhi’s Urban Sprawl, Chattarpur, is a weekend 
home designed by interior designer Sanjyt Syngh 
for the family, who live in South of  Delhi. 

TThe idea was to relish the landscaping and the 
waterbodies over the weekends which is a rare 
sight and a luxury in the city of  Delhi.  It is basically 
meant to be a home away from home over the 
weekends but at the same time they use it as a 
guest house for friends and extended family. 

TThey wanted a public and a private space within 
the house. In terms of  the aesthetics the brief  was 
extremely crisp. The idea was to conver t this 
pre-built structure in to an Urban Swiss Chalet.

TThe 5000-square foot built up space is spread 
over 2 floors. Not only we decided to break it down 
into a guest floor and a private floor but we also 
broke it down into a winter floor and a summer 
floor keeping the 4 seasons in Delhi in mind.architecture & design magazine

Sanjyt Syngh
Sanjyt Syngh Design Studio

Swiss Chalet, New Delhi by  Sanjyt Syngh.
Photographer: ATUL PRATAP CHAUHAN
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The ground floor consists of an open plan 
with a kitchen, dining and living space. The 
living room was meant to be a dark, cosy 
space. We decided to create a fireplace 
within this space so it could be doubled as 
an entertaining space during the winter. 
The idea was create a very lived-in Swiss 
ChaletChalet feel so it carries the mood of the 
structure inside. The morning light in the 
kitchen is lovely and it turns into a cosy 
breakfast place for the family to hang out 
and make breakfast together.

The bedroom being on the ground level is 
mostly used as a guest room. The base of 
this room was to choose a tone that 
complements the wooden log ceiling. We 
chose a muted sage green with tonal 
curtains. 

TThe staircase to the first floor is made 
from reclaimed wood and the wall 
panelling also has reclaimed wood 
detailing. The walls are painted in a 
beautiful rich Blue Waltz. 

TThe Living Room on the first floor was 
created directly overlooking the infinity 
pool. The living room is coupled with a 
lovely home office and a terrace 
overlooking the pond where ducks play 
merry. This entire space is meant for 
entertaining personal and private guests. 

TThe space has a very airy vibe with large 
glazing on all sides overlooking the pool 
on one side and the landscaping on the 
others. Basis of the composition takes 
dark colour, which is rare in decoration of 
Indian residences. Even though it was a 
daunting task complementing the dark 
elementelements, each corner has been 
thoughtfully and tastefully curated to bring 
a sense of new. This space exudes its own 
style and young personality.

The bedroom on the first floor is primarily 
used by the family members. The starting 
point for this space was the wall panelling 
leading to the artwork and then the 
customised bed linen to match the vibe of 
the artwork. Every unit of  the bed linen 
has been customised by Sanjyt Syngh 
Design StudiDesign Studio.

architecture & design magazine

Swiss Chalet, New Delhi by  Sanjyt Syngh
Photographer: ATUL PRATAP CHAUHAN
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Swiss Chalet, New Delhi by  Sanjyt Syngh
Photographer: ATUL PRATAP CHAUHAN

check full story at
www.designessentiamagazine.com
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KOLKATA RESIDENCE
BY
BEYOND DESIGNS

Location: KOLKATA

Architect: BEYOND DESIGNS
Principal Designers: SACHIN GUPTA AND NEHA GUPTA

Photographer: ATUL PRATAP CHAUHAN               
#DEimpressions
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Kolkata House, a contemporary home 
detailed with timeless classical features – this 
Kolkata residence by Beyond Designs is an ode 
to the harmony of  styles and genres in design. The 
first and second floor of  the two-storey home were 
decorated by Beyond Designs to impar t a new look 
as wished by the clients. 

OnOn the first floor, the long corridor, an L-shaped 
bar area, parents’ room, daughter’s room and her 
study room were designed from scratch, while on 
the second floor, the master bedroom was redone.

InIn typical Beyond Designs fashion, a plethora of  
patterns, textures and colours are married 
together in a grand alliance resulting in stunning 
interiors. Meticulous layering of  materials and 
details leads to rich environments replete with a 
unique character and an invigorating vibe. Every 
piece of  furniture is treated as if  it were a canvas 
oror an ar twork by embellishing it with details and 
accents. And everywhere we see a fusion of  the 
contemporary and classic.architecture & design magazine

Sachin Gupta and Neha Gupta
Beyond Designs

Kolkata House,Kolkata by  Beyond Designs.
Photographer: ATUL PRATAP CHAUHAN
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A modern artwork is coupled with folklore 
paintings embellished with elaborate 
frames and an artwork on canvas with 
wooden frame in antique gold polish, 
distressed mirror and antique brass 
rivets. Neutral painted walls contrast with 
wood panelings on the other side. The 
wallwall paneling in black around the bar 
counter with an inlaid stone top, presents 
a striking statement with golden accents.

In the adjoining bedroom belonging to the 
parents, gorgeous leather paneling and 
fabric cladding on adjascent walls form a 
luxurious background. The curved 
headboard covered in velvet upholstery is 
fitted with rivets adding a classical touch. 
The antique gold finish of the bedside 
sconescones, golden touches on the night 
tables, the round-top sidetable and floor 
lamp by the corner armchair further add 
an opulent air. 

The daugher’s room is done up in an 
elegant shade of blue with galleries of 
pretty framed photographs. A mirror-clad 
four-post bed touched up with gold polish 
and a headboard in a shimmery white 
fabric create a luminous space. A carved 
wooden sofa upholstered in paisley fabric, 
nightnight tables, a TV unit in white complete 
the rest of the furniture.

The daughter’s study room is a vibrant 
space with a wall unit in wood covered in a 
bright printed fabric and antique brass 
rivets on the shutters. The study table in 
wood with brass elements is finished in 
black matt PU. The chairs in wood with 
wicker mesh at the back feature 
upholsteupholstered seat in rust orange velvet 
fabric. The hanging light is outsourced. 
An intricate, antique-inspired chandelier in 
a corner lights up a gorgeous powder 
room done up in red and natural stone 
with heavy framed mirrors covering the 
vanity.

A four-post bed finished in antique gold 
lends a regal touch to the master 
bedroom, even as wicker mesh paneling 
with matt PU finish in white on the walls 
keeps the background natural. The 
bedside tables in red with decorative 
knobs offer a perfect contrast. 

The long corridor is decorated in two phases – closer to the 
entrance, a signature console with  upholstered vintage chairs on 
either side, a photo gallery sandwiched by wall scones; and an 
exquisite faceted console with table lamps in brass, a large, 
heavy-framed mirror on the wall, towards the bar area.

InIn the bar area, a streamlined sofa is paired with another with 
grand contours, the sofa seat is upholstered in two different 
materials – plane velvet on the inside and gorgeous printed fabric 
on the outside. Rich materials are balanced with natural ones. 

architecture & design magazine

Kolkata House,Kolkata by  Beyond Designs.
Photographer: ATUL PRATAP CHAUHAN
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Kolkata House,Kolkata by  Beyond Designs.
Photographer: ATUL PRATAP CHAUHAN

check full story at
www.designessentiamagazine.com
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CANTT FARMHOUSE
BY
42MM 
ARCHITECTURE

Location: NEW DELHI

Architect: 42MM ARCHITECTURE
Principal Designers: RUDRAKSH CHARAN  
                              AND PRIYANKA KHANNA

Photographer: RAVI KANADE               

#DEimpressions
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Cantt Farmhouse - conceptualized as a 
camouflage with the nature, is designed by a New 
Delhi based studio 42MM Architecture. It is a 
vacation home set in 3 Acre site, at the serene 
location of  Lucknow Cantonment Area. 

TThe architecture encapsulates a personal space to 
unwind with an experience “away from the city”. Here 
luxury is served an encounter with nature, a mirage 
where the experience of outdoors and indoors is 
perceived as one.  The inside extends to the outside at 
the same time; the interiors mimic the characteristics of 
the exterior blurring the boundaries between the two. A 
singlesingle storey structure, calibrated in the Balinese style is 
a component of the landscape, stitched into the 
experience of nature. Planning follows the principles of 
Vastu Shartra and maintains the cardinal axis creating a 
seamless link with air, light and water. The outdoors 
encases spaces for personal meditation at the same 
time gathering zones for socializing. Along with the built 
massmass the landscape entails a man-made lake, seating 
gazebos and water feature diversifying the purpose and the 
expression of the space.architecture & design magazine

Priyanka Khanna and Rudraksh Charan
42MM Architecture

Cantt Farm House, Lucknow by  42MM Architecture
Photographer:  RAVI KANADE
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The concept of “In the lap of nature” is 
engrained in every aspect of the house 
and is evident in its features. The entrance 
foyer opens into the Bhramasthal, a 
double heighted courtyard that is the 
center of the house. It forms a cumulative 
junction uniting all the functions, at the 
samesame time an attribute that segregates 
the private and the public zones of the 
house. It is also a light-well, an indoor 
garden and water feature that adds to the 
grandeur.

Another prominent feature is the deck that 
encases the built mass. It is instrumental 
in extending the indoors to the outdoors. 
A higher level of  design intricacy is 
depicted by incorporating nature even 
within the washrooms. Every bathroom 
opens up to a private courtyard that is 
scscreen out from the rest of the garden by 
a feature wall. This achieves the intent 
while keeping the privacy of the function 
intact. The terrace features an outdoor 
gym, SPA, swimming pool and a garden to 
administer luxury and relaxation.

The material vocabulary is constituted by 
leather finish stones, hand carved wood, 
motifs and textures inspired by forms in 
nature. The house is styled to perpetuate 
an unpolished raw look and minimalistic in 
its approach. The farm house is a unique 
conglomeration of bits that revitalize 
ththrough an engagement with nature. 

architecture & design magazine

Cantt Farm House, Lucknow 
by  42MM Architecture

Photographer:  RAVI KANADE
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check full story at
www.designessentiamagazine.com

Cantt Farm House, Lucknow by  42MM Architecture
Photographer:  RAVI KANADE
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UNDER THE MANGO
TREE
BY
NISHITA KAMDAR 

Location: KARJAT, MAHARASHTRA

Architect: STUDIO NISHITA KAMDAR 
Principal Designers: NISHITA KAMDAR

Photographer: PHX INDIA               
#DEimpressions
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Being a young architect how would 
you describe the drivers of change 
for the future architecture and 
design. Is that thought any different 
for the past gererations?

AArchitecture is about the making of places 
where people spend their lives and 
amazingly design has that ability to create 
a new social pattern and bring about a 
change in your day to day mundane life. 
Once you see what design can do, you 
cannot un see it. as architects we are 
consciousconsciously and sub consciously trying to 
creatively solve problems, elevate 
lifestyles. 

Fortunately i grew my practice in a time, 
where have a voice and an identity was a 
lot more easy than the past generations 
had - getting our work out there and 
reaching a wider audience is relatively 
easier for us. I don't think the past 
regenerations went anywhere wrong - but 
whatwhat they can do is adapt to the current 
times - still retaining their principals. 

The world is now slowly realizing 
the seriousness about climate 
change. How would you rethink the 
future? 

Climate change, sustainability, green are 
just buzz words right now.

Sustainability consists of three key 
elements, society, economy and 
environment. The idea of sustainability is
skewed according to us and the word 
tends to be used very loosely. 

SustainSustainability for us is a self  sustaining 
practice, where you consume what you 
use and completely reduce wastage, you 
give and support local talent and your 
fraternity , you earn by the virtue of your 
talent and not by a PR machine or your 
status. Thus putting our heads down and 
woworking to be conscious, cautious and 
aware is the best sustainable practice tool 
one can adopt.

architecture & design magazine

//images above;
Under the Mango Tree, Karjat, Maharashtra by  Studio Nishita Kamdar
Photographer:  PHX INDIA
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“What is this life if full of 
care we have no time to 
stand and stare”

TheThe sprawling farmhouse 
provides the owners and his 
family exactly the pause they 
require from their fast paced 
lives in the city.

Under the Mango Tree, Karjat, 
Maharashtra
ArArchitect:  Nishita Kamdar

Photographer: PHX India check full story at
www.designessentiamagazine.com

Under the Mango Tree, Karjat, Maharashtra by  
Studio Nishita Kamdar
Photographer:  PHX INDIA
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//SHOWCASE YOUR PRODUCTS WITH DE INDIA.

#LetsTalkDesign

ONLINE SOURCE FOR 
ARCHITECTURE & INTERIOR PRODUCTS.

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM @DE_PRODUCTS.INDIA



//In background
Dr. Likhi’s Residence, Ludhiana by Ashok Sharma Architects,

photographer: Purnesh Dev Nikhanj

DE
Discover

DE
Discover
//Let’s discover an alluring 
journey through design, while in 
conversation with various young 
architects and designers of India. 

#LetsTalkDesign



//Graphics by Leewardists;
check out more architecture comics on instagram 
@leewardists
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//simplifying architecture
with

�
.04:*Ĺ
Leewardists is an interdisciplinary 
studio founded by architect Anuj Kale that spreads 
awareness about architecture, urban issues, design 
through comic strips, video shorts, online school and 
workshops.
AA group of comic artists, storytellers who also 
happen to have former degrees in urban design and 
architecture. 

www.leewardists.com/

While most of the organisations and companies 
have a mission statement or a guided philosophy, 
the studio’s motto is simple - to simplify architecture 
and design for everyone and make it accessible 
both in terms of its knowledge and the services. 
Each work that they do, every comic that they make 
aims to do just that. 
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Tell us something about your journey in 
architecture with Leewardists platform 
and how you chose with this alternative 
architecture field.

ANUJANUJ : I always had a keen interest in comics 
from childhood, the stories rather. I always loved 
the idea of simplifying complex issues through 
animated visuals and simple storylines. While 
studying architecture and urban design, I could 
also see how the profession was made complex 
for some of the stakeholders which didn't make 
sense to me. sense to me. 

I mean we say we serve the common person 
but the common person doesn’t even know who 
an Architect is. I had two ways to go after I had 
this epiphany - either write complex articles and 
critique pieces, which again, would have been 
understood by a few or choose a format which 
was widely accepted and colloquial. And my love 
for comics just hfor comics just happened to be there.

Being a young architect how would you 
describe the drivers of change for the 
future architecture and design?

ANUJ : I feel that in the past few years, we are 
more open towards ideas and practices - even 
though some of them might be eccentric and 
we are open to learn from young people as well. 

TThis kind of collaborative learning or working 
systems weren’t very successful until very 
recently, hierarchies would control everything - 
offices, colleges but now we are understanding 
the importance of collaborative teamwork, one 
where everyone gets a chance regardless of 
how experienced they are. That is the way to go, 
at least that’s at least that’s what I think.

architecture & design magazine

Anuj Kale is an Architect/ Urban Designer 
based out of  Nashik. He has been 
working as a webcomic ar tist for the past 
4 years and has been making Web-Comics 
about Architecture, Sustainability and 
Urban Design to create awareness about 
the par ticular field.

Anuj Kale
ARCHITECT - FOUNDER

LEEWARDISTS



The world is now slowly realizing the 
seriousness about climate change. Being an 
architect, how would you rethink the future?

ANUJANUJ : I think it is absolutely necessary for all of us to 
understand that each one of us is an accomplice to have 
bought our civilisation where it is today. We can’t really 
put blame on the government and big corporations until 
we realise that we have not been segregating our wet 
waste from the dry waste. So the first step, before 
shifting the blame is to identify how am I a part of this and 
how can I take sthow can I take steps to bring change in a real sense. 

And I believe each change does not have to be massive 
in scale - it sometimes can be small but has to be 
consistent. For example, we have consciously made a 
decision to source our food and dairy from local sources 
such as the old city and not from urban supermarkets 
and we have understood the importance of contextuality 
and sustainability through Architecture and Urban 
Design. Design. 
But regardless of what professions we pursue, as young 
informed individuals, each of us can take small changes 
that help us lead a more sustainable lifestyle. And that is 
the future, I guess, informing, teaching and learning from 
each other, there is no other way. 

//Graphics by Leewardists;
check out more architecture comics on instagram 
@leewardists
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//Graphics by Leewardists;
check out more architecture comics on instagram 

@leewardists
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//The maths, science,
& art of

�
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Insigne symbolizes artistry. Bringing to you an 
eclectic array of carpets from traditional Persian hand 
knotted carpets to modern computerized yarn 
placement boardroom carpets. 

IntIntroducing Insigne Carpets by industry patron 
Asif Rahman. With operations in 14 different 
countries, New Delhi based carpet manufacturer Asif 
Rahman is a name to reckon with in the industry. 

““We pride ourselves in taking up the dual challenge 
of being not only product manufacturers but service 
providers too. With an exhaustive collection of 
designs our customers are spoilt for choice, which is 
why our team of dedicated planners and analysts 
assist you at each step from selection to hassle free 
installation.”  says Asif Rahman.
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Tell us a little bit about “green carpets”. What is the 
process of making such green carpets?

ASIFASIF RAHMAN : A GREEN product is a sustainable product designed to 
minimize its environmental impacts during its whole life-cycle and even after 
it's of no use. Green products are usually identified by having two basic 
goals – reducing waste and maximizing resource efficiency. Basically a 
green carpet means, green label plus certified carpet from CRI, Carpet and 
Rug Institute. 

AA GREEN certification can be achieved by bring changes to your production 
unit and by procuring the right raw material for production. The use of 
natural fibre in the mill, use of pre-recycled raw material, avoiding the use 
of raw material which have VOC (Volatile Organic Compound) emission, 
incorporate solar power in the mill, hold rain water for the Dye house, 
recycle the water already in use, are some of the challenges to achieve a 
Green carpet. It’s all about maintaining sustainability and Indoor Air 
Quality(IQuality(IAQ). The process of reducing carbon footprint, the process of 
implementing re-use, re-cycle and re-new with the carpet to ensure if it can 
be called Green or not.

architecture & design magazine

Carpet manufacturer Asif  Rahman is a name to reckon 
with in the carpet industry. His experience in the 

industry spanning three-decades has allowed 
him to create iconic pieces for royal palaces 
and exclusive casinos to vintage hotels and 

super-elite family’s world over. Depending 
on the nature of  the proper ty, Rahman 
aar ticulates, “every place has a very 

distinct carpet style”. 

For instance, his carpets commissioned 
for the Taj Pierre in New York 

(on page 71) are fine wall-to-wall hand 
knotted carpets (which are normally used 

as rugs). 

TThey are very different in nature from the 
carpets created for MGM Grand Casino that 

used finishing process by a herbal wash of  henna 
and tea leaves to give them an antique look. Adding to 

theirtheir roster of  pride are the carpets he created for the 
super-exclusive La Samaritan (designed by Alexia Leleu) 
by LVMH in Paris that are “woven from four different 
directions at the same time to create a sor t of  illusion. So, 
when you look at the carpet – it will look different from all 

four sides.” 

Carpet industry veteran Asif Rahman of Insigne Carpets 
gives us the sneak-peak into the unheard aspects of the 
carpet weaving industry.   



Everyone is familiar with the 
famous Persian carpets. What is 
the Persian method of creating 
carpets? 

ASIFASIF RAHMAN : Ancient Persian 
Carpets normally goes from 85 Knots 
per square inch to 500 knots per 
square inch. Each authentic Persian 
rug has a notion of weaving which is 
called Talim. Weavers through 
Generations after generations follow 
TalimTalim to keep the rug pattern authentic. 
This means, exactly same design as the 
very first one which was made.

Is the method prevalent in India?

ASIF RAHMAN : Yes, to some extend 
we have skilled weavers of the same 
Persian Blood Line who came through 
Mughals in India are able to read Talim 
written in Persian Language and can 
weave the same authentic carpet. 
These weavers or these generations 
arare becoming rare as the new 
generation do not see future in this line 
of work anymore. Maybe in near future 
we will loose them all. 

Any of your favorite Rug project till now? What is the most 
special aspect about it for you? 

ASIF RAHMAN : La Samaritaine LVMH (done along with Robert 
Schinckus and Alexia Leleu, our teammates from Belgium and Paris.)

There are several project and it is hard to choose one but still the recently 
completed project at Paris La Samaritan which will be inaugurated in early 
2021. 
LaLa Samaritaine LVMH started their journey in 1870, a much-loved iconic 
edifice situated in the heart of Paris, is undergoing a bold and innovative 
renovation project in preparation for its much-anticipated renaissance

TThe Corridor was one of the most critical shape and the pattern selected 
by designer was a non-turn able patter. So on a Fixed Shape Corridor and 
a design which can not be turned was the biggest challenge. Second 
biggest challenge was for Artisans to weave the carpet from multi 
direction which they are no habituated to. At the end of the day we were 
able to overcome all challenges and got the smile on buyer’s face. 

Maia Resort, Vietnam(worked with Kate Nguyen)

TThis Sea Side Resort was looking for Carpet which can sustain a salty air 
or high level of moisture . We were able to convert the project to a 100% 
Bio Degradable Carpet which can withstand the local weather and can 
hold fresh appearance for a long time. All the Rugs for this project was 
made out of  Hemp and  edging done with Cotton Canvas Cloth.
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What kind of changes do you predict in the 
near future for the carpet industry?

ASIFASIF RAHMAN : Carpet Industry as a whole will go by 
the rule “Survival of the fittest, elimination of 
unfit”. So I don’t expect everyone will be in this trade 
who are still holding the fort. India was always a price 
competitive place compare to our neighbours in China, 
Thailand, Vietnam or Malaysia. 

OnOn International market the other countries dropped 
down the price and giving high competition to India. If 
Government Authority comes up with fishbone analysis 
of the troubles and finds a way to address them, we 
may see a survival of this industry as a whole. 

OnOn a brighter side we have some bright highly 
educated young force coming up to modernize their 
own facility and coming head to head with the Global 
competitions. 

check out more on www.designessentiamagazine.com

The Pierre, A Taj Hotel, New York 

Since 1930, The Pierre has stood proudly on 5th Avenue, enjoying 
one of New York’s premier addresses. During its lifetime it has built 
an enviable heritage, hosting the city’s most prominent society 
events, and acting as a home from home for countless dignitaries 
and the most discerning of guests. 
InIn 2007, Taj Group embarked on a sensitive restoration of the 
entire hotel. Renowned interior designer David Edwards was 
handed the privilege of updating its interiors and facilities, to 
elevate the guest experience to the utmost in luxury and comfort, 
while always respecting the hotels provenance and maintaining its 
core essence. 

//The Carpets by INSIGNE
TTo capture the essence of the property, the type and design of the 
carpets was to be carefully hand-picked; something that would 
add to the overall regal affair without becoming the centre of 
design. The carpets of the standard guestrooms are reserved in 
pattern – referencing classical patterns in keeping with the hotel’s 
neo-Georgian architectural style. These utilise soft, tone-on-tone 
colourways, which allow the jewel-inspired accent colours of the 
room’sroom’s soft furnishings and artwork to have maximum visual 
impact. The carpets of the Grand Suites are more elaborate – 
these are unique, custom-designed hand-knotted carpets, in a 
series of patterns that are abstractions of traditional motifs and 
Indian-inspired geometrics.  (image at the top)

architecture & design magazine



//in background;
Hotel Rama Trident, Jammu, J&K

by Studio Meraki.

SHWETA KAW 
principal architect at STUDIO MERAKI, 
Noida

INTRODUCING THE YOUNG ARCHITECTS  AND DESIGNERS OF INDIA

architecture & design magazine
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Studio Meraki, 
aa young Architecture and Interior 
Design Studio based in Noida, led by 
principal architect Shweta Kaw.  
The Studio’s practice is diverse and 
ranges from architecture, green building 
design, interior design, furniture design 
as well as graphics. 

“As“As the name suggests, our intention is to 
aim for building happy and healthy 
spaces for a man to dwell in its habitat 
and nurture for him an improved sense 
of well being by paying attention to 
psychological & physiological comfort 
and hence garnering less distress levels in 
our societour society.” says Shweta.
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Project Name:  

HOTEL RAMA TRIDENT
//STUDIO MERAKI

Project Location: KATRA, JAMMU, J&K
Site Area : 1,000 sqm.
Total Built up Area : 30,000 sqft.

Principal APrincipal Architect: Shweta Kaw

Photographer: SURYAN/DANG

TThe project was envisaged as a new beginning at the holy 
pilgrimage spot of Katra from where the arduous journey 
to Mata Vaishno Devi starts. The area's business is 
primarily thriving on the tourism generated from these 
devotees. The area is swarming with hotels and lodges of 
all nature and sizes thronging with devotees needing a 
resting place before and after the pilgrimage. 
(p(project details continued on page 74)

Tell us something about your studio’s design 
philosophy? 

ShwetaShweta : We believe that there is a tremendous 
psychological cost attached to boring buildings & health and 
well being are scientifically proven to be affected by the 
quality of the inhabited spaces according to the latest studies 
in neuroscience and psychiatry. So more than building a 
marvel, it is imperative to study the wiring of the human brain 
and its natural instincts and responses to spaces to be able 
toto design for the average human and its mindfulness in an 
already stressed out society. Garnering clues from these 
studies on Cognitive Architecture and Biophilic design, we try 
to usher our way through into the project.

The world is now slowly realizing the 
seriousness about climate change. What is your 
take on sustainable practice in architecture 
today? 

ShwetaShweta : Climate change and its repercussions are 
knocking on our doors now and the construction industry is 
a huge energy guzzler. Sustainable practices in architecture 
need to still be more mature and responsible rather than 
simply being a servile point/star based approach of the 
different rating systems and adhering to them. 

TThere won't be any revolution until these techniques are 
conceptualized at the sketch design stage rather than 
dumping a so called green rating code on a building and its 
facade after it has been designed just to achieve a desired 
result for appeasing a particular section of stakeholders. 
This way it is limited, fragile and futile.

//Hotel Rama Trident, Jammu, J&K by Studio Meraki.
Photographer: SURYAN/DANG
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Tell us something about this project? What was 
the concept behind it’s design inception? 

ShwetaShweta : This project has been the precursor to new 
beginnings for us. It took a very long time to hold its ground and 
finally take shape, being an ultimate test of patience for any 
architect. But, we are euphoric and contented beyond 
imagination as it has now managed to become one of the top 
notch boutique hotels in that town and has won numerous 
international awards as well. 
TThe primary concept has been to create a haven in a chaotic 
neighbourhood and a striking facade for it to stand on its own 
and break the monotony and cacophony on the existing street. 
It definitely provides a retreat to the fatigued travellers with its 
terrace gardens, majestic views and a landscaped lawn.

What was you favorite design element associated 
with this project and why?

ShwetaShweta : I think constructing this louvered facade in Katra 
was a challenge a few years back at least. So it was taxing and 
stirring at the same time. Being able to capture the serenity of 
the place and discarding the subsequent chaos in the noisy 
town through the design process has been the favorite part 
though. Hence, it is a serene hotel even though it is on one of 
the main arterial roads in the town.

TThe role of passive design principles in laying out the spaces 
and massing has resulted in minimizing energy costs for the 
building and hence our contribution to the greener principles of 
architecture without any enormous budgets dedicated to it has 
motivated us to carry this approach henceforward.

//Hotel Rama Trident, Jammu, J&K by Studio Meraki.
Photographer: SURYAN/DANG
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Facade dealt with only vertical and horizontal 
louvres being the main elements interacting with 
the sunlight and adding to the quality of the 
space as well as some protection from the direct 
glare as well as screening the views of the street. 
IntIntroducing daylight while balancing the thermal 
gain was a priority and hence all rooms, 
restaurant, lobbies and corridors are well 
washed with daylight throughout the day with 
absolutely no use of artificial lighting thereby 
conserving energy as well as reducing the 
cooling load. Cantilevered rooms above the 
grground floor provide sufficient shade to protect 
the ground floor lobby from getting hot during 
summers.

check out full project on 
www.designessentiamagazine.com

//Hotel Rama Trident, Jammu, J&K by Studio Meraki.
Photographer: SURYAN/DANG



ASHOK SHARMA 
principal architect at Ashok Sharma Architects, 
Ludhiana | Delhi-NCR

INTRODUCING THE YOUNG ARCHITECTS  AND DESIGNERS OF INDIA
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Ashok Sharma Architects, 
anan archtiecture and interior design practice 
based in Ludhiana and Delhi - NCR 
led by principal architect Ashok 
Sharma. Over the past two decades, the 
studio has built a reputation for delivering 
high quality, innovative,  user-friendly designs 
and constantly developing and exploring 
nenew ways of using materials, with innovative 
environmental design responses.

“We believe that architecture influences 
human behaviour, and is more than just 
meeting people’s needs – it is the art of 
realizing their aspirations and changing the 
way they experience the world while 
maintaining a balance between decency 
and creativity.” says architect Ashok 
SharmaSharma.

//in background;
Dr Likhi’s Residence, Ludhiana, Punjab

by Ashok Sharma Architects
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Project Name:  

Dr LIKHI’s RESIDENCE
//ASHOK SHARMA ARCHITECTS

Project Location: LUDHIANA, PUNJAB
Site Area: 1,100 sq. yards
Built up area: 11000 sq. ft. 

Principal APrincipal Architect: Ashok Sharma

Photographer: PURNESH DEV NIKHANJ

Ashok Sharma Architects designs a 1100 square yards 
residence in Ludhiana, Punjab. The clean visible lines in the 
elevation is what catches all the attention of the visitor. 
TThe entire scheme of the house seems opulent and 
balanced being thoughtfully planned and executed. 
Residing in India, we generally tend to forget to talk about 
carbon, don’t we? Increasing levels of pollution is also a 
major concern, along with the depletion in green areas in 
our cities. Therefore, this residence was designed keeping 
these major points in mind, where if the user steps out, 
he/shehe/she feels the warmth of a private sanctuary being 
surrounded by the landscape all around the house, 
whereas if the user is inside the residence, the internal 
landscape is what solves the problems we are talking 
about. (project details continued on page 78)

Tell us something about your studio’s design 
philosophy? 

AshokAshok Sharma : At studio we embrace the power of 
architecture and the positive change it can bring to its 
inhabitants and the community. Our design processes while 
approaching a new project are based on a simple desire – 
“How can we make our built environment better?”. By this, 
we promote building smart and strategically, rather than 
building big. Our sole goal is to produce effective designs with 
the gthe greatest positive impacts. 
We believe good architecture should coexist mutually with the 
earth that had nurtured us for centuries. At the same time, 
our innovative spirit elevates us to constantly examine new 
possibilities in sustainability and community-making. This 
pushes our designs to become key catalysts for positive 
change that uphold environmental responsibility, uplift 
economic value and inspire greater community well-being - 
all the necessaall the necessary ingredients in creating a better world.

The world is now slowly realizing the 
seriousness about climate change. What is your 
take on sustainable practice in architecture 
today? 

Ashok Sharma : COVID-19 pandemic has surely made 
everyone realise one thing, that the nature controls us, we 
do not control the nature. This has made everyone realise 
the importance of healthy lifestyle, which not only means 
eating healthy, but also staying in a healthy environment. We 
as resident architects of India have a big role play in working 
towards understanding the seriousness about climate 
chanchange by the way we approach our projects. 
Sustainability in architecture has been in conversation for a 
long time, be it in terms of materiality, approach or design. 
Along with this, certifications like GRIHA and LEED have given 
a better understanding of the topic.

//Dr Likhi’s Residence Ludhiana, Punjab by Ashok Sharma Architects.
Photographer: PURNESH DEV NIKHANJ
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Tell us something about this project? What was 
the concept behind its design inception? 

AshokAshok Sharma : The concept of the residence was the 
integration of natural elements in and around the 
development. The shape of the site was irregular; therefore, 
the development was placed on one side of the 1100 Sq. Yd. 
site with planning done on a singular-axis. The planning of the 
residence is done in such a way that the inner and the outer 
landscaped areas are visible almost from every part of the 
residence, making the feel oresidence, making the feel of the residence dynamic. 

What was you favorite design elements associated 
with this project and why?

Ashok Sharma : More than the design elements, the 
experience of the residence is what intrigues me. The 
peacefulness brought in by the incorporation of nature in the 
house Is what interests me the most. 

In today’s time, where air pollution is increasing day-by-day and 
the green areas which we refer to as the lungs of the city is 
decreasing with time, we have to think alternatives of the same 
in the projects that we’re designing. From the exterior I believe 
the buildings have a duty to contribute positively to the public 
domain, but the development sure has the responsibility to 
respect the environment in which they sit, both in an immediate 
visual sense and with visual sense and with regard to sustainability, in its broadest. 

//Dr Likhi’s Residence Ludhiana, Punjab by Ashok Sharma Architects.
Photographer: PURNESH DEV NIKHANJ
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The internal landscaped area of the house not 
only adds to the liveliness of the residence, but is 
also very spacious to spend an evening sipping 
a cup of tea. This adds its own unique character 
to the space, overlooking the major areas of the 
house including the formal and informal seating 
spaces along with the dining area. This makes 
thethe family area full of natural light and 
components of being residing amidst the 
nature. 

check out full project on 
www.designessentiamagazine.com //Dr Likhi’s Residence Ludhiana, Punjab 

by Ashok Sharma Architects.
Photographer: PURNESH DEV NIKHANJ
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by  LAB x Studio Neon Attic

SRIPRIYA GANESAN & RAMBHA SETH //from left

principal architects at STUDIO NEON ATTIC, 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu
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Studio Neon Attic, 
isis a young design studio established in 2018. 
Neon Attic is a brainchild of Architects 
Sripriya Ganesan and Rambha Seth.  
Inroducing the studio’s new product and 
lifestyle vertical ‘LAB’, which is about 
‘high-end artisanal furniture’ along with ‘luxury 
residential interiors’. Original and innovative, 
NeonNeon Attic is here to change the design 
landscape for the better.

“We as a team of architects and designers take 
holistic inspiration from art, lifestyle and fashion 
industry as we believe they work in a synergy. 
Every piece we have designed is of ergonomic 
standards for maximum comfort. Each of LAB’s 
products are meticulously inspected until they 
are ready to enter your homes.”  says the 
designersdesigners.
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Tell us something about your studio’s design philosophy? 

Sripriya & Rambha : We strongly believe in individual expression being key as we firmly resist 
limiting labels like “interior designer,” “furniture-maker,” “Architect,” or “artist.” In truth, we opened 
the studio in 2018 with the mindset to work as a cohesive whole with a multidisciplinary approach. 
TThe field of interior space design has taken a dramatic turn in the last decade or so. Art and design 
have become indistinguishable whereby residential, commercial, and hospitality spaces are difficult 
to tell apart. This is prominently visible as galleries function out of homes; homes have become 
showrooms and hotel rooms etc. Hence the birth of Neon Attic, built to forge a harmonious 
convergence between furniture + Art + Space through design.

Your latest product collection talks about “furniture as high art”? Tell us something 
about this collection elaborating the concept? 

SripriSripriya & Rambha : The products we create are the convergence of art and design.  Lab is about 
creating value added art pieces to enrich our daily lives and not leave it to be celebrated only at galleries. 
The products we create are signature pieces on itsown. Handcrafted by artisans throughout the country, 
every piece is unique and rare.

AtAt LAB, the quality of material and finishes are just as important as the design itself and the work we put 
out will have to be of a certain standard and finish that we have set for ourselves. If that’s not met we will 
simply not bring it to the market. Our fabricators understand how important this is to us through their work 
with us. As a design studio, we put in many hours for R&D every week and this is very important to us.

//Founders - Sripriya Ganesan (next to Ara upholstered chair) and 
Rambha Seth (next toTrevi cabinet) //from left
Photo courtesy: Studio Neon Attic
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Viridis coffee table

Mention any one of your top products 
from this collection? Tell us more about 
this special product? 

Sripriya & Rambha : 

First would be Viridis table (on right)

AA Green coffee table centers the room with its 
royal green color. With an accent bronze cactus in 
the middle of the deep green area, this table will 
be a sculptural addition. Massive top with veneer 
handpicked to match the linear grains sits on 
elegant brass legs makes it look like it's floating.

Secondly, the Goldenne pave side table (on right)

TThis table will give you the magic of living with a 
beautiful golden bird. Foil finish on pine wood, this 
glass topped table will be an accent piece in your 
room. This table takes a minimalistic approach to 
capture the grace of the peacock with smooth 
and simple curves.

HowHow do you go forward with the “Make 
in India” concept with your products?  
Tell us something about the 
craftsmanship and making of your 
collection?

SripriSripriya & Rambha : We spent a year just 
working on quality and finishes and getting the 
standards up to what we think it should be. 

WWe’ve identified a gap between what the artisans 
can make in its authentic native form not fitting into 
most of our modern homes. We felt that a design 
intervention would help bridge the gap. While we 
keep the techniques intact, the products will have 
international aesthetics and go through strict 
quality control. We have to inspire and 
initiate“cultuinitiate“culture movement” #LABMakesLocal 
especially post COVID for other designers and 
creatives to join the wagon in keeping India’s 
crafts alive with us.

We follow the following steps in the intricate 
craftsmanship process to create these products;

Step 1: To craft the wax model or clay model 
based on the design sketch using traditional 
methods. 
StStep 2 : Take a mold from it and send it to the 
foundry for casting. After it comes back from the 
foundry, we use our tools (hammer and chisel) to 
carve out the intricate designs such as 
ornaments, designs and other features. It is a 
tedious process which requires a lot of skill, 
experience and most of all patience.

Goldenne pave side table

//images from top
The Viridis coffee table; 
Goldenne pave side table 

a conceptual sketch of the Goldenne pave side table
(on right)
by LAB x Studio Neon Attic.

Photo courtesy: Studio NeonPhoto courtesy: Studio Neon Attic.
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“Concept of Furniture 
as High Art”

//Rebe uplholstred bed with brass studding.

Photo courtesy: Studio Neon Attic.

//Rugs collection by LAB x Neon Attic;

//Vento hand tufted artisanal rug (on left) ; Alba hand tufted artisanal rug (above)

Photo courtesy: Studio Neon Attic.

check out more poducts by LAb x Neon Attic on DE Products and
www.designessentiamagazine.com
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HIRAL SHAH 
principal architect at INKLETS STUDIO, 
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Inklets Studio, 
isis a multidisciplinary design practice 
since 2017. The firm led by architect 
Hiral Shah is known for its seamless 
process in providing architectural & 
interior designs from conceptual level 
to completion of the project within 
budget and on time. 

“Our“Our work strives to attain health equation 
between aesthetics and functionality. A 
stunning amalgamation of every texture 
and color of the materials used with 
appropriate details in creation of a space 
brings in the spark to everyday living.” 
says Hiral.

84  |  November - December 2020 Edition//Design Essentia//DE INDIA



November - December 2020 Edition//Design Essentia//DE INDIA  |  85

Project Name:  

BRICK TALES - RESIDENCE
//INKLETS STUDIO

Project Location: VADODARA, GUJARAT
Site Area: 2,300 sq. ft.
Built up Area: 2400 sq ft 

Principal APrincipal Architect: Hiral Shah

Photographer: ROMA PATEL

TThe house seems an architectural delight defined by clean 
and bold lines. The street facing west facade is deliberately 
opaque. The surface of the facade is a mix of white dani 
plaster and patterned brick juxtaposed with overhanging 
window and balcony finished in concrete like plaster.  
(project details continued on page 86)

Tell us something about your studio’s design 
philosophy? 

HiHiral : Our Design intent is to create moments and spaces 
that unfolds a story about the clients. We believe in crafting a 
soul for the space with innovative and sensitive values 
towards light, air and building materials. We strive to attain a 
health order between aesthetics and functionality. A stunning 
unification of every texture and colour of the materials used 
with appropriate details in creation of a space brings in the 
spaspark to everyday living. While nurturing this order through 
responsive and responsible design, a celebration of 
architecture emerges.

The world is now slowly realizing the 
seriousness about climate change. What is your 
take on sustainable practice in architecture 
today? 

Hiral : Pandemic did made us realize the sound of the global 
warming bell. What we want and what do we really need? The 
spread of our own carbon footprint! 

WWe believe that sustainable architecture holds the key of an 
environmentally positive future. Only by living more cautiously with 
our resources can we hope to protect our environmental climate. 
We strongly have confidence that sustainability is all about smart 
designing by incorporating the same in our initial planning 
concept itself. Traditional design methods such as designing of 
openings according to basic design principles, centre courtyard, 
dedependent on natural light and ventilation, well shaded south 
west direction, open North and East directions are various key 
green concepts. It is also a time to reinterpret and explore 
vernacular material and think local in terms of material.

//Brick Tales - residence, Vadodara, Gujarat by Inklets Studio.
Photographer: ROMA PATEL
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Tell us something about this project? What was 
the concept behind its design inception? 

Hiral : Summarized in bricks and concrete, this residence sits 
amid a quiet residential locality of Vadodara. Tucked away from 
the busy city streets that gives the house a calming ambiance. 
It’s a west facing 2300 sq ft plot holding a two storey home in 
an upscale neighbourhood. 

TThe design depicts a clear amalgamation of the modern 
aesthetics and the feel of earthiness that is expressed by the 
material – bricks, concrete and accents of wood. The site is 
blessed with a nice palm tree that enhances the look and feel of 
the house.

TThe client had approached with a persuasion to translate his 
dreams into elegant work of masonry. He had an outline brief 
that would require a humongous space of living and dining, 
peeping alive as it communicates to the floor above. We tried to 
propose a house that seems an architectural delight defined by 
clean and bold lines. The lesser openings at southwest and 
huge east window has made the architecture climatically 
responsresponsive.

What was you favorite design elements associated 
with this project and why?

Hiral : The main southwest façade is deliberately opaque to 
control the excessive harsh sun of Gujarat. This lead to the 
creation of two of our favourites in the house that is the brick 
façade and the huge window of the staircase. The surface of 
the facade is a mix of white dani plaster and patterned brick 
juxtaposed with overhanging balcony. Another being a huge 
framed window along the staircase facing the east bringing in 
natunatural light in early morning. 

The house seamlessly merging into double volume with the 
drama of constantly changing sciography patterns of trees. It 
illuminates the living and dining space at ground floor as well as 
1st floor passage. This soft natural light that streams in from 
that window, never ceases to amaze the users. It also gave an 
experience of larger than life and generates varied moods as 
per the time. It also adds hygiene to the built space. 

//Brick Tales - residence, Vadodara, Gujarat by Inklets Studio.
Photographer: ROMA PATEL
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The interiors of the entire house are a narrative 
about its owners. Experimentation with the right 
stroke of simplistic design creates a beautiful 
and rhythmic substance inhabitable with comfort 
and luxury. One is welcomed by a cosy narrow 
entrance with the traditional Indian style inlay of 
mother of pearl in kota. A small patch of garden 
isis provided that creates a refreshing entry to the 
house. 

check out full project on 
www.designessentiamagazine.com

//Brick Tales - residence, Vadodara, Gujarat by Inklets Studio.
Photographer: ROMA PATEL
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Umesh Desai &
Associates, 
waswas established in 1984 by Ar. Umesh 
Desai now with over 25 years of 
experience.  Introducing the young talent 
of the studio,  architect Nishant Desai 
who is the creative director at UDA. The 
company has a long and successful record 
of designing, developing and executing 
prpremier interior design projects in India 
and abroad. 

“I believe that with every design initiation; a 
‘concept’ is the backbone for the project 
and gives it a powerful flow. It should have 
no imaginative limits, like a fairy tale story 
for a child.” says Nishant.
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Project Name:  

BOHO - KITCHEN & BAR
//UMESH DESAI & ASSOCITES

Project Location: MUMBAI, MAHARASHTRA

Architect: NISHANT DESAI

Mumbai’sMumbai’s tallest kitchen and bar BOHO Kitchen and Bar 
was visualized as a multi venue spot where people from 
various backgrounds of society could unwind, be 
high-spirited amidst the contemporary-casual 
atmosphere the place had to offer. The space was 
envisioned as an all day bar and kitchen which would 
establish a variety of offerings from live music, a relaxed 
coco working space during the day for meetings, some top 
notch dishes and homemade cocktails blending with a hi 
energy bar feel as the night would progress. The place has 
a personalized approach with a contemporary relaxed feel 
during the day turning into a lively    lounge at night.
(project details continued on page 90)

Tell us something about your studio’s design 
philosophy? 

Nishant : UDA INDIA is design practice based out of Mumbai 
having over a 3 decade experience in hospitality, residential, 
commercial interiors &architecture. UDA India tries to follow a 
very clean and distinctive approach towards designing. 

OurOur design philosophy circulates around the customer/client, 
where we try to put ourselves in their shoes to achieve holistic, 
effective and unique goals towards planning, designing and 
execution of projects and products.

The world is now slowly realizing the seriousness 
about climate change. What is your take on 
sustainable practice in architecture today? 

NishantNishant : Climate change is being realized by one and all in our 
current scenario and it is our duty to promote any and all kinds of 
sustainable design/architecture in whatever way possible. A 
conscious design approach is key towards a responsible future. 

SustainSustainability must be addressed as a social responsibility where 
our current design goals must be achieved without compromising 
our future needs. Sustainability is of utmost importance to solve 
our global crisis and we must begin now.

//in background;
Boho - Kitchen & Bar,  Mumbai, Maharashtra by Umesh Desai and Associates
Photo courtesy : UDA
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Tell us something about this project? What was 
the concept behind its design inception? 

NishantNishant : Envisioned as an all day bar and kitchen, Boho 
is is Mumbai’s tallest kitchen & bar. Boho as the name 
suggest was derived from the concept of bohemian. Our 
version of bohemian was further visualized through developing 
a forest feel on the layout. Our idea was to let the customer 
unlock and unwind to a state of mental and physical tranquility. 
The colors introduced were bold and alluring. There is a lot of 
liliveliness through the live sized trees and greens. Shades of 
reds and blues and greens add audacious undaunted warmth 
the space generates. These colors teamed with brass, metal 
and stone artefacts creates a perfect balance to this close-knit 
outlet.

What was you favorite design elements associated 
with this project and why?

Nishant : If we have to pick our favorite design element for 
BOHO kitchen and bar it would be the Lighting. Lighting is the 
key while designing and planning any space. We try and 
incorporate the highest level of thought and importance to 
lighting while designing. 
TThe lights introduced at BOHO range from strategically placed 
spot/angular lights, to crafted pedestal lamps, hanging fabric 
pendent lights and chandeliers and wall bracket lights. The 
thought behind lights at this outlet was have specific corners 
with specific needs with specific lighting.

Boho - Kitchen & Bar,  Mumbai, Maharashtra by Umesh Desai and Associates
Photo courtesy : UDA
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Lighting is the key while designing and planning 
any space. We try and incorporate the highest 
level of thought and importance to lighting while 
designing. The lights introduced at BOHO range 
from strategically placed spot/angular lights, to 
crafted pedestal lamps, hanging fabric pendent 
lights and chandeliers and wall bracket lights. 
TheThe thought behind lights at this outlet was have 
specific corners with specific needs with specific 
lighting. We have pedestal standing lights in our V 
I P seating to give that cozy warm feel. We have 
the dining area well light for family teamed with 
ambient wall brackets to hi-light walls and 
oversized chandeliers to add to the distinction 
and design element oand design element of the space.

check out full project on 
www.designessentiamagazine.com

Boho - Kitchen & Bar,  Mumbai, Maharashtra by Umesh Desai and Associates
Photo courtesy : UDA
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Residential Interiors,  Vijapur, Gujarat

by Maulik Pavagadhi Architects

MAULIK PAVAGADHI (architect) & AASHKA PAVAGADHI (interior designer) //from right

Founders at MAULIK PAVAGADHI ARCHITECTS, 
Anand, Gujarat
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Maulik Pavagadhi 
Architects, 
is a young architecture and interior design 
studio founded by young talents - 
architect Maulik Pavadhi and interior 
designer Aashka Pavagadhi. 
ThisThis Anand, Gujarat based studio with its 
rich modern contemporary taste and 
expertise deals in Architecture, Interior 
Design, Landscape design and Project 
Management Consultancy.
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Project Name:  

VIJAPUR RESIDENCE
//MAULIK PAVAGADHI ARCHITECTS

Project Location: VIJAPUR, GUJARAT
Area : 4300 sq.ft.

PrincipalPrincipal Designers: MAULIK PAVAGADHI & AASHKA 
PAVAGADHI

Photographer: PHX INDIA

This residence is located in the city center of Vijapur which 
is around 60 Km away from Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India.
(project details continued on page 94)

Tell us something about your studio’s design 
philosophy? 

MaulikMaulik & Aashka : Our design philosophy is marked by 
clean, simple, modern, minimal yet practical and functional in 
architecture, interiors and landscape. We are equally focused 
on the execution of our projects so that our clients are assured 
of the highest quality of work with fine detailing. Simplicity with 
modern luxury is an important part of our design process. We 
always try to connect all the inner spaces with the nature 
whewherever we get chance of doing it. We also use the most 
current computer technology in our design process, both to 
understand the design and to communicate the design to our 
clients. At this point of time we try to achieve the utmost 
simplicity, classic minimalism, modern luxury and timelessness 
in our design.

The world is now slowly realizing the seriousness 
about climate change. What is your take on 
sustainable practice in architecture today? 

MaulikMaulik & Aashka : Climate responsive and green building 
design approach in projects varies from designers to designers. At 
Maulik Pavagadhi Architects we try to use local materials available 
at our sites that are in abundance and easily available. We always 
try to design buildings taking in consideration of climate. We use 
latest technology software for climate responsive design approach 
that helps us in deciding the size of openings in the building 
consideringconsidering the sun path for different weather conditions which 
ends up making a building sustainable. We also have tools available 
that measures the sustainability of the building. I feel we should get 
inspiration from our heritage buildings that have respected 
sustainable approach in design and living. 

Residential Interiors,  Vijapur, Gujarat by Maulik Pavagadhi Architects
Photographer: PHX India
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Tell us something about this project? What was 
the concept behind its design inception? 

MaulikMaulik & Aashka : The project is located at vijapur which 
is 60km away from Ahmedabad in Gujarat. The client 
approached us with a very simple brief. They wanted their 
residence to be very simple, modern and maintenance 
free. So we started working on the interior color palette and 
furniture mood boards. As the client is an industrialist with 
a busy schedule in his business, we wanted the residence 
toto be such that when he arrives at home after work, he 
should feel relaxed, so the color palette of the major part of 
the interiors of residence was decided to be combinations 
of white, grey and wood.

What was you favorite design elements associated 
with this project and why?

Maulik & Aashka : Basically we tried to design interesting 
elements in each different space as each space has its own 
character in design. We designed the living room tv unit wall with 
a geometric pattern using teak wood veneer and bronze mirror 
which acts as an interesting element of the space. It feels like a 
wood curtain placed in the room. 
AnotherAnother such interesting element of the residence is the bed 
back wall of daughter’s room that was designed in free flow 
pattern giving depth to the wall using wood as the base 
material and pink colored duco paint on it which indirectly points 
out girls room.

Residential Interiors,  Vijapur, Gujarat by Maulik Pavagadhi Architects
Photographer: PHX India
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In general the colour palette is neutral with 
diverse hues of grey, pink, green, blue, wood in 
the upholstery and décor. These add verve and 
liveliness to the residence. Even the furniture 
narrates a happy story in each room because it 
has been personally designed by the young 
squad of Maulik Pavagadhi Architects. 

““We intended to incorporate the essence of the 
practical and humble personalities of our clients 
in the furniture from the material palette and 
upholstery to carefully handpicked décor 
elements, all our efforts were in the direction of 
giving this home the unique yet personal feel 
desired by the clients.” says Maulik. 

ccheck out full project on 
www.designessentiamagazine.com

Residential Interiors,  Vijapur, Gujarat by Maulik Pavagadhi Architects
Photographer: PHX India
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The Design House 
Company, 
isis an Interior Design Studio founded by 
principal designer Mansi Sethna 
Pandey in 2010. The studio makes it’s 
objective to visualise innovative ideas to 
create spaces that are not only  
aesthetically charming but also functional.

“Er“Ergonomics of the spaces are of utmost 
importance for the space to be plain sailing. 
We understand that all projects come with 
their own set of design challenges and it is 
this journey of creating and learning from 
new experiences that we enjoy the most.” 
says Mansi.
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Project Name:  

RUNWAL RESIDENCE
//THE DESIGN HOUSE COMPANY

Project Location: MUMBAI, MAHARASHTRA
Area : 1,500 sq.ft.

Principal Designer: MANSI SETHNA PANDEY

PhotPhotographer: PULKIT SEHGAL

The apartment is situated in one the high-rise buildings in 
the western suburbs with a view of the city skylines .The 
design style for the space is contemporary. An urban family 
home blending aesthetics and functionality To create the 
perfect balance. (project details continued on page 98)

Tell us something about your studio’s design 
philosophy? 

MansiMansi : Our objective is to visualize innovative ideas to create 
spaces that are functional and aesthetically beautiful. We take 
inspiration for our work from our travels however our true 
inspiration lies in the owner’s predilections to transform it into 
a space that they can connect with. We understand that all 
projects come with their own set of design challenges and it is 
this journey of creating and learning from new experiences 
that we enjthat we enjoy the most. 

Our projects portray creativity and various aesthetic 
expressions blending into designs that are both practical and 
perceptive.

The world is now slowly realizing the seriousness 
about climate change. What is your take on 
sustainable practice in architecture today? 

Mansi : Climate change is a major concern today and 
for future. Our take on susainable practice in design is 
that we are taking small but effective steps in diiferent 
areas. For instance lighting, we are effectively using 
energy efficient LED fittings for lighting. Usage of 
alternate materials instead of wood like 
sustainable/recycled boards. 

WWe take a concideration in achieving better Natural 
ventilation for energy saving than relying more on air 
conditioning. We make sure to include vertical gardens 
are in smaller spaces like balconies and indoors.

Runwal residence, Mumbai, Maharashtra by The Design House Company
Photographer:  PULKIT SEHGAL
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Tell us something about this 
project? 
What were the concepts behind 
these spaces you designed? 

MansiMansi : The apartment is situated in 
one the high-rise buildings in the 
western suburbs with a view of the 
city skylines. The design style for the 
space is contemporary. 

LaLarge windows infiltrate the entire 
living room with beautiful natural light 
keeping that in mind the wall 
between the study area and the 
living space has been demolished to 
create one large expanse when 
required and otherwise cordoned off 
toto create a private study for the client 
with a sliding folding partition.
 
Soothing neutral tones for the 
couches with a hexagon center table 
and white sheers with adjustable 
light fittings that create different 
moods have been incorporated in 
the living room.

TThe master bedroom has warm and 
subtle tones with the silver travertine 
marble wall cladding as the bed 
backdrop.The wooden wardrobes 
used to compete that look. The girl's 
room has a turquoise wallpaper with 
quirky frames, a simple bed and 
hintshints of rose gold to add drama to 
the neutral wardrobes. The son who 
is 7yrs old has been given a young 
and vibrant look in his bedroom. The 
entire concept revolves around a 
rubix cube. Bold, primary colour 
scheme of red blue and yellow for 
thethe backdrop highlights the entire 
space. The study table has been 
created in metal structure 
considering a similar geometrical 
form. The guest room is highlighted 
in neutral tones. 

The Runwal residence is an urban 
family home, blending aesthetics and 
functionality to create the perfect 
balance. 

 Runwal residence, Mumbai, Maharashtra by 
The Design House Company

Photographer:  PULKIT SEHGAL

check out more on 
www.designessentiamagazine.com
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Runwal residence, Mumbai, Maharashtra by 
 The Design House Company

Photographer:  PULKIT SEHGAL

check out full project on 
www.designessentiamagazine.com
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Degasi Architecture, 
is a young Architecture & Interior Design 
studio founded by principal architect 
Deepti Pillai in 2013 in Trivandrum, 
Kerala.

““We believe design is all around us, its in 
the air we breathe. It’s like music. Good 
lyrics and good tune gives a perfect music 
and likewise is work at Degasi. Passion to 
design and recreate a space into a dream 
space is the sole driving force and entire 
team Degasi merrily works on it.” says 
DeeptiDeepti.
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Project Name:  

THE PENTHOUSE
//DEGASI ARCHITECTURE

Project Location: THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, KERALA
Area : 4,000 sq.ft.

Principal Designer: DEEPTI PILLAI

PhotPhotographer: DERNIER Productions

The Penthouse on the topmost floor of a high rise 
building in a prime location  was in itself a beautiful 
destination with an amazing view outside. Building was 
little old and space was locked for long without much 
stay for over the years. First thing you see were spaces 
and some wood works ennuied and clueless borders. 
(p(project details continued on page 102)

Tell us something about your studio’s design 
philosophy? 

DeeptiDeepti : At our studio "DEGASI" we follow a simple philosophy of 
not following anything in particular but just providing the space 
which reflects the owner/client. Amalgamation of different concepts 
and design elements that need not necessarily fit together rather 
create a genre on its own. Design is like music, we all have different 
tastes, and we need to hear to our favourite tune to resonate 
peacefulness and that zen around us. One need not be a 
connoisseurconnoisseur but definitely needs to feel the environment around 
and the space being built. Anything anywhere can fit is what we 
strongly believe. Design has to narrate a resplendent story, may it 
be a commercial building or a residence or its interior but it has to 
be narrative. The beauty is best bestowed if it fairly takes you 
through a vicarious journey of the owner's character. It has to have 
that umph factor, no other way. 

The world is now slowly realizing the seriousness 
about climate change. What is your take on 
sustainable practice in architecture today? 

DeeptiDeepti : The United Nations Environment Programme 
recently confirmed that buildings are responsible for almost 
half  of  all global energy use . Architects have to and are 
responding to this situation with sustainable design 
strategies that reduce energy consumption and minimize 
harm and damage to our mother nature. 
SustainSustainable design and architecture is not anymore an 
option but a must considering the energy consumption by 
buildings across the globe. Adding more of vertical gardens 
creating more of organic back or front gardens for projects. 
Avoiding deplanting and encouraging more or plants and a 
green environment in our projects and avoiding transports 
by locally acquiring materials at the maximum possible and 
usingusing eco-friendly products at our best are few ways 
through which we can help our environment.

The Penthouse, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala by Degasi Architecture
Photographer:  DERNIER Productions
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(continued from page 101)
“Client was a very clear-cut colorful person who gave 
just one requirement;to glam it as we feel and make the 
outproduct awestruck.” says Deepti

TThis is a two storeyed penthouse covering approx 
around 4000sqft .  First thing was to keep the view 
clear and devoid of destructions,so glass and beautiful 
window dressings were opted and a free hand was 
allowed to a great extent in terms of theme . 
TThere were certain no-no points which client was very 
particular about else exploring things were a definite 
green signal .

Tell us something about this project? What 
were the concepts behind these spaces you 
designed? 

DeeptiDeepti : In today's busy lives, no self-time and 
expensive lifestyle, the best thing as an Architect we can 
provide to the society is giving nourishing interiors and 
space; nothing flamboyant but the soothing essence 
and calmness much required after a hard stressful day 
at work. 

ConcConcept here was simple, once you are are back at 
home, feel the luxury in your comfortable budget; get 
pampered within your own space and just lay back to 
enjoy every moment of den time with yourself and 
family. A sprinkle of vogueishness mixed with the style 
of ethnic wood to keep in touch with the local 
surroundings and adding loads of functional spaces to 
utilizeutilize to the max , the available sqft was the 
prerogative. 
Money can't buy happiness so is the case in design but 
passion in every touch can be the real twist in every 
home tale. We need our space our way and, in our 
budget, and that’s where the role as a professional 
matters. If expenses go high and unavailability of things 
or choices are things to be highlighted then entire 
process of design is futile. Everything has to be in 
rhrhythm and it has to be that perfect tune and that’s 
where concepts and finances meet. Clients need to 
trust the process and not keep adding demand at the 
same time during the process, making it to leak out of 
their hands, but a clear image of what exactly they need 
and sticking to the same enhances a wonderful nest at 
their budget. 

Here concept was threaded with the concoction of 
beaming aura with touch of richness and elegance and 
keeping the character of owner in mind and befitting his 
budget. Altogether space had his own tune and we 
instrumented it with some artistry beats.

The Penthouse, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala by Degasi Architecture
Photographer:  DERNIER productions

check out more on www.designessentiamagazine.com
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The Penthouse, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 
by Degasi Architecture
Photographer:  DERNIER productions

check out full project on 
www.designessentiamagazine.com
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KANNAN T.P. & VIMAL KUKREJA //from left

principal architects at ARDE CREATIONS, 
New Delhi
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Arde Creations, 
isis a young architecture and design studio 
based in New Delhi led by Principal Architects 
Kannan T.P. and Vimal Kukreja. The 
firm creates a versatile body of work ranging 
from Architecture and Interiors of residences 
and corporate offices to retail and hospitality 
spaces. 

“Our“Our studio is engaged in the practice of 
expanding the boundaries of design and 
building; with a cross-disciplinary approach 
resulting in a unique level of refinement to 
residential work and creating commercial 
spaces imbued with warmth and spirit. .”  says 
the architects.
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Project Name:  

TATIA’s RESIDENCE
//ARDE CREATIONS

Project Location: JODHPUR, RAJASTHAN
Area : 5,000 sq.ft.

Principal Architects: KANNAN T.P. & VIMAL KUKREJA

TThe plush penthouse is located in a society name Veetrag City 
in Jodhpur, Rajasthan.This duplex house covered area is 
5000sqft. A timeless, contemporary Jodhpur penthouse 
defined by lighting. 

TTatia’s residence by ARDE Creations is filled with tasteful 
elements and bold hues. Each room features have been 
carefully curated keeping (client’s) design aesthetic and 
ethos in mind. The house features moldings, wood, metallic 
accents, plush fabric, with the use of color pallete that 
predominant use of grey’s and considering the functionality, 
aesthetics and comfort of the space.
(p(project details continued on page 106)

Tell us something about your studio’s design 
philosophy? 

KKannan & Vimal : “This is a basis for a brighter 
future, built on a hand up, not a hand out”  We turn 
stories into reality, Close understanding of clients 
requirement , needs wants is a must for us . We make 
what we visualize, with the scope of functionality and 
aesthetics.

TThe world is now slowly realizing the 
seriousness about climate change. What is 
your take on sustainable practice in 
architecture today? 

KKannan & Vimal : Excessive amount of carbon 
dioxide undoubtedly lead to climate change, which 
directly affects both the natural and the built 
environment. Observing the impact of climate 
change on the construction industry, sustainable 
practice mitigates climate change. It seeks to 
reduce the negative impact on the environment, 
andand the health and comfort of building occupants, 
thereby improving building performance. 

The basic objective for everyone and especially us 
architects in the case of sustainability is to reduce 
consumption of non- renewable resources, 
minimize waste and create healthy and productive 
built environment.

Tatia’s Residence,  Jodhpur,  Rajasthan by Arde Creations
Photo courtesy:  Arde Creations
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Tell us something about this project? What was 
the concept behind its design inception? 

KKannan & Vimal : The Penthouse covered area of 
5000sqft, it is situated in peripheral of Jodhpur, Rajasthan 
in a society name Veetrag city. The project comprised of 
four bed room, living room, drawing room, kitchen, dining, 
home theatre and terrace garden. At first when we saw 
the site we were thrilled to see the serene view from the 
balconies. Abundance of natural light and the ventilation 
was alwas already a charm. 

The concept of the entire penthouse was divided into two 
parts; the ground floor was designed in a formal way 
considering the space usage of the house. The first floor 
was designed with a more casual theme as more of the 
recreational area that is situated in that area.

Well ventilated, well lit, and now well done interiors of 
space is a goal. We decided to embrace the handicraft of 
the city in a contemporary way.

What was you favorite design elements 
associated with this project and why?

KKannan & Vimal : Since the project have many highlighted 
elements however the center of the house grabs more 
attention, the Living area with double height cut out. We 
focused much on this part especially because this living space 
will be most used by the family so one must enjoy the whole 
vibe of the area and should not get bored of it. 

HandmadeHandmade chandelier designed and created by Arde 
Creations effortlessly uplifted the ambience of the space 
which was merged out with golden engravings which 
becomes a story itself for the house as it was created by the 
client and Architect’s. 

TTo add more functionality to the space we provided a 
parametric tv panel which uplifted the entire area in a 
balanced way. We kept the subtle, neutral yet interesting. 

Tatia’s Residence,  Jodhpur,  Rajasthan by Arde Creations
Photo courtesy:  Arde Creations
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//Terrace garden
The terrace is very creatively done, distinctive 
use of wood is appreciable as pine wood planks 
are used on wall paneling, EPE wooden tiles for 
flooring and reuse railway Sleeper wood for 
ceiling and these allow partial natural light. 

LittleLittle green patch on column looks mesmerizing. 
Concrete planters done by Rahul vyas just 
complemented water fall curtain completely. The 
DIY thread art is by Arde creations itself.

check out full project on 
www.designessentiamagazine.com

Tatia’s Residence,  Jodhpur,  Rajasthan by Arde Creations
Photo courtesy:  Arde Creations
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